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El Chorro Ranch: Beyond Value

I

n a recent article on California
ranches, Ethan Stewart,
The Independent, wrote,
“The California Rancho is a
fundamental part of our state’s
cultural heritage, our modern
identity and despite premature
proclamations to the contrary, an
essential piece of our future.”
“We have cared for and ranched
this property for sixty ﬁve years. Our
mother’s desire is that the ranch
remains intact as a future home and
center for her three sons and their
spouses, six grandchildren, and two
great grandchildren.”
Bob Isaacson
He could have been writing
about the Isaacson’s love for the
ranching life, family and their
fourth generation ownership of
their El Chorro Ranch. This scenic
ranch nestled in the center of
the San Julian Valley in Santa
Barbara country can remain part
of their family ranching legacy in
perpetuity with a conservation
easement held by the California
Rangeland Trust. With funding

secured through the
Wildlife Conservation
Board, the Isaacsons
await the ﬁnal word of
closing to bring that
element of security to
their ranching legacy.
Located at a
midway point between
the rural coastline
of Gaviota and the
expansive ﬂower ﬁelds
of the Lompoc Valley
on California’s scenic
Highway 1, the El
Chorro Ranch was
The three Isaacson brothers, Deming, Bill and Bob
once part of one of the
(photo, Tom Moore)
three largest Mexican
land grants in the
have cared for and ranched this
country, the historic Rancho San
property for sixty ﬁve years. Our
Julian. Even earlier, El Chorro was
mother’s desire is that the ranch
within the La Purisima Mission
remains intact as a future home
lands, supplying beef to Santa
and center for her three sons and
Barbara’s Spanish Presidio as a
their spouses, six grandchildren,
portion of Rancho Nacional. With
and two great grandchildren.”
this storied history, the Isaacsons
Bob continues, “Having a portion
are respectful of this venerable
of the property value converted
property that has been used for
into liquid asset funds will give us
cattle production since the 1770’s.
a number of options that would
Bob Isaacson, who lives on the
enable us to keep the ranch both
ranch along with his wife, Sally,
in the family and in ranching.”
and daughter Katie, explains, “We
Continued on page 3
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Director’s Message
A GOLDEN FUTURE IN FUND DEVELOPMENT
Last June at our signature event, “A Western
Affair,” I took a moment to reﬂect on the scene in front
of me, to listen to the conversations of our supporters
enjoying their meals while awaiting the excitement
of the upcoming auction bidding. We were fortunate
enough to have the scenic Hearst Ranch on the San
Simeon ocean front as our site, and I was reveling in
the ambiance as much as our guests. I was struck
by how much support we’ve gathered so quickly
and how much energy we have to go forward and
continue our mission. It was an evening to celebrate
not only our record-setting fund raising year, but
also the contributions of so many who share our
common goal of conserving
our fragile yet signiﬁcant
heritage of family ranches
in California. My deepest
thanks and recognition
are extended to all
who not only attended
our event but who
help us in our efforts
throughout the year.
It is my privilege as a
Director and Chair of the
Fund Development Committee to write an overview of
our recent events and, most importantly, give you a
preview of the positive changes coming to our growing
organization. It has been an outstanding year, but I
want to begin with our most signiﬁcant step forward.

Kendra Wilber

By establishing a staff position in fund
development, California Rangeland Trust is making
an important statement to our donors about
future growth. It is my pleasure to introduce Donja
Garvey as our new Director of Marketing and Fund
Development. Please take the time to read about her
(at right) in her introductory biography in this issue.
We are conﬁdently planning for powerful results in
new major donor programs and corporate support for
conservation and our common goal of protecting our
ranches and the habitat they protect and nurture.
We will keep you informed of new programs and
communications through our website, newsletters,
personal letters and other outreach materials.
Watch for the developments in planned giving
and read the ﬁrst in our series on families and
estate planning from expert, Ron Hanson, in this
issue. Mr. Hanson is a Distinguished Professor
of Agribusiness at the University of Nebraska
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and will also be our featured speaker at the CCA
Convention in Reno, November 16, 2005.
Expanded efforts in fund development,
marketing and outreach will bring our vision
and mission to the millions of Californians and
people throughout the world who love the western
landscape of California. We thank you for your
support, and ask you to join us in actively protecting
our ranches for successive generations. There is
urgency, energy and power in our appeal. We are
dealing with an endangered asset. With your help,
we can conserve the golden land of California.

CRT Welcomes New Director of
Marketing and Fund Development
The California Rangeland Trust is pleased to welcome Donja
Marie Garvey as their Director of Marketing and Fund Development.
“Ms. Garvey brings nearly 20 years of experience in marketing,
advertising and fund development to the new position at the
California Rangeland Trust,” said Kendra Wilber, board director and
chair of the fund development committee. “This is an important step
for the California Rangeland Trust to have a Director of Marketing
and Development to achieve our goals to conserve and preserve
the rangelands in California.”
In addition to directing fund development and marketing for
several nonproﬁts both locally and statewide, Ms. Garvey has
worked in the for-proﬁt sector with Cessna Aircraft Company,
Hesston, Coleman, and Ford as well as top advertising agencies.
“Donja’s exceptional accomplishments and dedication to
philanthropic fundraising have made her a highly regarded senior
professional in the ﬁeld” said Mike Bennett, chairman of the Board
of Directors. “Her leadership and expertise in major gifts and annual
giving will be tremendous assets to the Trust’s fundraising efforts.”
“With the accelerating loss of California rangelands and the
various environmental resources that they support, the mission
and work of the California Rangeland Trust could not be more
important or compelling,” said Ms.
Garvey. “The Trust is recognized
throughout the state for its leadership
and groundbreaking work. I am very
pleased to be part of this outstanding
organization.”

Donja Garvey

A former teacher, Ms. Garvey
continues to be involved in education
serving as the chief executive ofﬁcer
for the Natomas Uniﬁed School District
Foundation, and as a board member
of the Eureka Schools Foundation
and the Roseville Joint Union School
District Foundation.

California Rangeland Trust . Fall 2005

El Chorro Ranch: Beyond Value
El Chorro Ranch, Continued from page 1
In the same issue of The Independent, Katie
Isaacson, Bob’s daughter, poignantly writes of her
innate love of the ranch and her pride in her family.
“In August 1939, my great-grandparents went to
a public auction held on the steps of the Santa
Barbara Courthouse, hoping to bid on a ranch for
their son. The property was part of the original land
grant given to the commandante of the Presidio, Jose
de la Guerra. Baine, my grandfather, was away on
a trip, but by the time he got back, the ranch was
his. And so he moved to El Chorro where, with his
wife Esther, he raised three sons and lots of cattle
in the low, curving hills and gnarled oaks of the
San Julian Valley. I was fortunate enough to grow
up on that ranch, learning from and working with
my parents …who still run a cattle operation on
the property today. Our brand is the Quarter Circle

Muleshoe, the same one used by my grandfather
and his father before him, when our family ﬁrst
became a ranching family 99 years ago…I cannot
see the ranch not ﬁtting into my own future.”
.
“Our brand is the Quarter Circle Muleshoe, the same one
used by my grandfather and his father before him, when our
family ﬁrst became a ranching family 99 years ago…
I cannot see the ranch not ﬁtting into my own future.”
Katie Isaacson
It is this deeply imbedded love of the land, of
the wide open spaces, of cattle drives and callused
skilled hands holding the reins that evokes the
strongest images our California ranching heritage.
There are 21 million acres of privately owned
rangeland left in California and each family has their
history, like the Isaacson’s, that can be preserved.
As the commercial tag line intones, the
value of the ranching heritage is priceless. It
contains lifetimes of joy and celebration, pain
and disaster that are beyond value. The El
Chorro Ranch is beyond the described value
of its pristine habitat and wildlife and native
plants as noted in Wildlife Conservation Board
minutes. El Chorro and the family owned ranches
throughout the West must be valued by all
Californians for them to continue to exist.

El Chorro Ranch

Credit: The Santa Barbara Independent, July 28, 2005

CRT BENEFITS FROM TEHAMA BULL SALE
Proceeds from the ﬁrst lot to be sold in Tehama Angus Ranch’s 31st annual Generations of Performance Bull Sale were donated
to the California Rangeland Trust. Bill, Kevin and Linda Borror, generously donated all revenue from the sale of “P760” to the California
Rangeland Trust, as a way to “assist that organization in its endeavors.” The
spring yearling bull brought $4,100 and was purchased by Bill Vogel, Sr. and
his wife Carmen.
This donation is a ﬁrst of its kind and is a testament to the leadership
that Bill Borror and his family have displayed in the California cattle
industry. The California Rangeland Trust sincerely appreciates the generous
contribution from both the Borror family, as well as the Vogels. Like CRT, the
Borror family and the Vogels are committed to making ranching a viable part
of California’s future.
Donations, such as this unique contribution, allow CRT to continue
its mission of protecting working ranches and the habitat, open space and
stewardship they provide.

www.rangelandtrust.org

Left to right: CRT board members Darrell Wood, Kendra
Wilber and buyers of the donated Tehama bull, Bill Vogel,
Sr. and his wife, Carmen, at the Tehama Angus Ranch.
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Conservation Corner
BIODIVERSITY OF RANGELANDS
Rangelands span a variety of ecosystems
including grasslands, savannas, sagebrush
steppe, shrublands, tundra, mountain meadows
and deserts. The variety of life and its processes
on them (biodiversity) is important for moral,
aesthetic and economic reasons, as well as for
the services biodiversity provides to society.
Rangeland biodiversity is constantly changing
by reduction in habitat, land use changes,
loss of species, global environmental change
and invasion of non-native species. Range
scientists and managers, in partnership with the
livestock industry and environmental groups,
are working to improve the understanding of
biodiversity so that the knowledge will be used
to protect the vast rangelands of the world.
“… large tracts of land owned or managed by livestock
operators can assist in protecting biodiversity by maintaining
contiguous habitat.”
A major threat to biodiversity is the reduced
size of contiguous habitats. Most of the world’s
rangelands with sufﬁcient rainfall for growing
crops have been converted to agricultural land.
In other areas, irrigation using imported water or
groundwater has been implemented on traditional
rangeland areas. In the U.S., more than 50% of the
ecosystems determined to be critically endangered
are grasslands, and almost 25% are shrublands.
Rangeland that is marginal for agricultural, urban
and industrial development remain less fragmented
than many other ecosystems, but even low levels of
fragmentation may negatively impact some species
and the function of some rangeland communities.
Maintaining sufﬁcient area in each type of rangeland
is necessary to sustain biodiversity on all levels.
Grazers inﬂuence community diversity by eating
select plant species and trampling plant species with
different abilities to respond. Moderate grazing and
trampling usually increase the diversity of plants
by decreasing the ability of any one plant species
to become dominant and exclude other species.
Grazing can create gaps in the plant community,
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Oak Lake, El Chorro Ranch.

making light, moisture and nutrients available.
The effects of grazing on plant community diversity
depend on the grazing intensity, evolutionary
history of the site and climate. If grazing is
excluded, the number of species may increase in
the short-term, but may decline in the long-term
because the system itself changes. It may develop
into a system that is less able to withstand other
disturbances such as drought and ﬁre. Rangeland
professionals use a combination of management
actions, such as grazing and prescribed burning to
enhance landscape diversity by creating patterns
of different communities across the landscape. In
addition, large tracts of land owned or managed
by livestock operators can assist in protecting
biodiversity by maintaining contiguous habitat.
The best way to minimize species loss is to
maintain ecosystem integrity across landscapes
by placing a priority on maintaining soils and
ecosystem functions. Without these features,
overall potential for all biodiversity will be seriously
diminished. The basic guideline is to prevent
the loss of the inherent capacity of the land to
produce life and maintain options for the future.
Reprinted with permission from an issue paper created
by the Society for Range Management, “Biodiversity of
Rangelands.”
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Estate Planning
CONSIDER THE “FAMILY ISSUES” IN RANCH
OWNERSHIP SUCCESSION
When transferring ownership of a family
ranch to the next generation (i.e., especially
if the ranch has been in that family name for
several generations), this entire succession
process itself can result in a lot of emotional
stress among the family members involved.
There are “many family issues” which confront
ranch families in working through this transition
without disturbing the ranching or cattle operation
due to legal ﬁghts that may take years to resolve.
These ownership succession issues must eventually
be discussed by all family members involved and
resolved to everyone’s agreement to avoid the
personal conﬂicts and family feuds that often arise.
One immediate issue is the fact that Dad is
wearing two hats on the ranch (i.e. Boss Hat and
Father Hat). When wearing the Boss Hat, Dad is in
charge (authoritative power) and supervises the adult
children as ranch employees. When wearing the
Father Hat, now he listens and better understands
their concerns. This presents a difﬁcult task since
Dad must know when (and how long) to be wearing
which hat. The ranching adult children must make
this distinction between the Boss and Father roles
that Dad plays in the cattle ranch business.
“Parents must have a clear vision for the future of their family
ranch business and then be willing to discuss their ideas
with their children.”
Another related issue is that fact that Mom many
times outlives Dad. What if Dad dies unexpectedly or
before retirement? Will Mom operate the ranch “as
if Dad were still living” or would Mom start making
the changes she always wanted but Dad would not
allow? Mom might rent out the ranch to a neighbor
or even quickly sell the ranch. How does the ranching
son or daughter now ﬁt into this situation? Would
Mom turn over full control and now allow them to
make all decisions? Things really get complicated in
the family if Mom remarries and now there is a new
step-Dad to contend with. Also consider that Mom
may actually wear the “Boss Hat” in the family.
www.rangelandtrust.org

The next article in this series will address the
“Who is Family” issue when dealing with the in-laws
in ranching operation and ownership succession.
Also the issue of “Controlling Parents” and “Transfer
of Ownership” will be introduced since some parents
may pass on ownership of the ranch while still
retaining control over their children. A third article
will discuss the most sensitive issue of the nonranching children when
passing on ownership of
the family ranch. It will
also address the issue
of “what is a fair selling
price” if the parents
decide to sell the ranch
(or part of the ranch)
to any of their adult
children (particularly the
children ranching with
them who have invested
their sweat equity in
Ron Hanson
helping to build the
parents’ estate).
Summary: Ironically, most parents try to avoid
discussing these family issues. There are just too
many personal emotions involved. Some parents may
ignore these issues entirely and just assume that
their children will work it out later by themselves.
This only results in bitterness and feuding which
often splits a family apart for future generations.
It important to have a strategic plan for ranch
ownership succession. There are some rather
sticky and emotional issues to work through and
resolve among the family members but avoiding
these issues could have disastrous consequences
later. Parents must have a clear vision for the
future of their family ranch business and then be
willing to discuss their ideas with their children.
*** Ron Hanson is the Neal Harlan Professor of Agribusiness
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a widely traveled
and nationally recognized speaker regarding multi-generation
family farming/ranching operations. He is a featured speaker
at the Cattleman’s College, November 16, 2005
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Coming Events Roundup
October 14–17

November 16–18

LTA Rally in October “Conservation in the Heartland”

CCA Annual Convention

Where: Monona Terrace Convention Center | Madison, Wisconsin
When: Friday, October 14 - Monday, October 17, 2005
Website: http://www.lta.org/training/rally.htm

October 15

Where: Reno, NV (John Ascuaga’s Nuggett)
Website: www.calcattlemen.org

November 16
CRT Speaker, Ron Hanson

Famoso Auction, CRT Benefit

Where: Western Stockman’s Market, north of Bakersﬁeld
When: Friday, October 15, 2005, approximately 1:00 pm
What: Ranch mare sale and Western Livestock Journal, Collector’s
Edition, with proceeds of both sales donated to CRT

Where: Cattlemen’s College, Reno, NV, Session 2
What: Generational Succession
When: November 16, 2005, 1-4 pm

November 17
CRT Breakfast @ CCA Convention

October 28–29

Where: Reno, NV
When: November 17, 2005, 7-9 am

Land Trust Summit 2005

Where: Heritage Complex, Tulare
When: October 28-29, 2005
Info: Theresa Kiehn (209) 522-5103 or theresa@greatvalley.org

California Rangeland Trust Breakfast & Entertainment:

Dave Stamey

Make sure you attend the fifth annual CRT breakfast during the CCA convention. Hear a rancher’s
perspective on conservation easements from Hank Stone of Yolo Land & Cattle Co. Additionally, a
special highlight to this year’s event is the cowboy serenade of Dave Stamey. Voted Male Performer of
the Year by Western Music Association and Male Vocalist of the Year for the Will Rogers Award by the
Academy of Western Artists, Dave Stamey has been a cowboy, a mule packer, a dude wrangler, and
is quickly becoming one of the most popular western entertainers working today. His vast repertoire of
classic and original Western folk music represents a link between today’s Americana singer-songwriters
and the old time cowboy balladeers. He has delighted audiences in seven states, and has found that he
prefers this to being stomped on by angry horses. Dave Stamey will perform during the 7-9 am breakfast.

Cattlemen’s College
Session 2:
Generational Succession
This session, cosponsored by the California
Rangeland Trust, will feature Ron Hanson,
Distinguished Professor of Agribusiness at
the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Hanson
will take a humorous look at family business
succession issues in his presentation
entitled, “You Can Buy the Ranch, but Just
Remember I Still Own It.” This Cattlemen’s
College session is another example
of CRT’s commitment to preserving the
working ranches of California by providing
ranchers with a variety of resources and
options for operating a successful business.
November 16, 1-4 pm.
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Famoso 40th Anniversary Auction To Include
Special Beneﬁt For California Rangeland Trust
The Western Stockman’s Market at Famoso will include a special benefit auction of
an American Quarter Horse (AQHA) mare and a 1946 edition of Western Livestock
Journal during its 40th Anniversary All-Breeds Bull Sale on Saturday, October 15, 2005.
The AQHA mare (registration number 3928609) traces back to the legendary Doc
Bar and has been donated by John and Brandy Branquinho of Los Alamos, who
also raised this working ranch horse. This is the only horse to sell during the Famoso
40th Anniversary All-Breeds Bull Sale.
This special benefit auction will also feature a copy of the December 10, 1946 issue
of Western Livestock Journal (WLJ), which was donated by Crow Publications, Inc.
The WLJ issue features an original Frank King article, editorial by Nelson Crow, and
market reports from the Los Angeles Union Stockyards.
Both the mare and the collector’s edition of Western Livestock Journal will sell at
approximately 1:00 p.m. (PDT), just prior to the sale of the “Ideal Range Bull,” and
will follow the presentation of Chet Vogt buckles to the bull consignors.
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Thank you to our Supporters
Donations from May through September, 2005
Gustavo Acosta
Alamo Pintado Equine Clinic
Albert Conlin - Oakdale Farm
Supply
Lynne Dee Althouse
Don & Rosemary Anderson
Ronald Anderson
Barbara Andres
John Arellano
Steven & Deborah Arnold
Russell Austin
Avenales Sportsmen’s Club
B&T Farms
Charles Baine
John & Catherine Balch
Donald Baldocchi
Monica Ball
Bar One Ranch - Jack & Bev
Sparrowk
Wayne & Patsy Barber
Tina Baxley
Barbara Bell
Suzanne Benech
Mike & Marti Bennett
Bennett Land & Cattle
Michael P. Bertrand
Ed Biaggini
Bill Borror Family - Tehama
Angus
Knox Blasingame
Benjamin Bottoms
Michael Brandon
John & Brandy Branquinho
Deana Breault
Tony & Sandy Breault
Claire Bredin
David & Teri Breuer
Charlotte & Scott Brooke
Bruce Orvis - Orvis Cattle Co.
Darian Buckles
John & Sue Burk
Byrd Cattle Company
Anne Carty
Edward Carty
Wayne & Melinda Cecchettini
Centennial Livestock - Dave Wood
& John Lacey
Sarah Chamberlin
Roberta Chappell
Mike & Barbara Chrisman
Christopher A & D Ranch
Michele Clark
Pete & Elena Clark
Hon. William & Joan Clark
Lawrence Cobb
John Crossland
Jim & Carlene Cunningham
Timothy & Jill Curran
Ceci Dale-Cesmat
Richard & Kerry DeBenedetti
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club
Robert Denney
Bill Dewey
Laura Diffenbaugh
Jeffrey Dinsmore
Devere & Laurie Dressler
Glenn & Margaret Drown
Donald & Jeanette Duncan
David Edwards
Patrick & Sarah Ellis
Jeanne Erickson
F. McLintock Saloon
Carroll Fergusson
Doug & Kathy Filipponi
Holly Foster
Bob & Norma Fox
Emily Franciskovich
Jed Freitas
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Freitas
Fresno-Kings County Cattlemen
Rob Frost
Ken Fulgham
Virginia Garman
Jeanette Geller
Bryan & Beverly Gingg
George & Cassandra Gough
Graves Family (Hi Valley
Development Corp)
Benny Guitron
Jeff & Katie Hagan
Frank & Bernice Hagata
Hames Valley Vineyards
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Dennis & Janelee Hammerstrom
Rick & Robyn Harrison
Harold Eade Livestock
Robert & Sheri Hauswirth
Dotty Hawthorne
Homer & Wendy Hayward
Stephen Hearst
George R. Hearst, Jr.
John & Janet Herlihy
Richard & Suzy Hewitson
Barry Hibbard
Jerry & Phyllis Hibbard
Elaine Hill
Phyllis Himell
Lisa Hokholt
Terry Huff
Catherine Hughes
Bill Isaacson
Deming & Katherine Isaacson
J.B. Overstreet
Jack & Laurie Sinton - Sinton
Helicopters
Alfred E. & Christy Jahns
Cynthia Jamplis
Jedlika’s Saddlery, Inc.
Si Jenkins
Eric Johanson
John Harris - Harris Ranch
Janet Johnson
Kevin & June Kester
Ken & Patricia Kohlen
Tim & Melinda Koopmann
Edward & Sheilah Kreyenhagen
John & Dee Lacey
Ken & Julie LaGrande
J. Timothy Lane
Lane Ranches
Bill Lefty
Alida Lehman
Robert & Susie Lilley
David & Susan Litteral
Gordon Long
Wayne Long
Roger & Susan Lyon
Hugh Macklin
Mary Mahoney
Bob Manger
Mike Mantelli
Nick E. Martin
Teri Martin
Carolyn Martini
Kearney & Leslie Martins
Clifton & Jane Mason
Thomas H. May
Dwight Mayhea
Patti McCrory
Bill & Terry McCulloch
Heather McDonald
Jakki McDonald
Steve & Michelle McDonald
McDonald Properties
John McIntosh
David McKenzie
Lynn McLaren
Dolores McNeil
James K. Merrill
Kevin Merrill
Michell Property Acct
Forrest & Cynthia Miller
Andy & Candy Mills
Frank Mongini
Gary Montgomery
Roscoe & Barbara Moore
Gregory Morris
Mulqueeney Ranch Properties
Multiple Use Managers
Breene Murphy
Cassie Murphy
Murphy Austin Adams Schoenfeld
National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation
Carl & Mary Negranti
Mark & Abbie Nelson
Nelson Family Trust
Scott Newhall
Dennis & Mary Nissen
Steve & Kay Onderdonk
Jeff & Wendy Oswood
Palm Street Land Company
James Partridge
PDT Cattle
Pete’s Valley Cattle

Stephen Petty
Bill Platz
Alexander Power
Charles & Frances Pritchard
Professional Rodeo & Cowboys
Association
Purdom Family Trust
Rafter L. Ranch
Craig & JJ Reinhardt
Bill & Kristin Reynolds
Rich & Jenny Rice
Nancy Richardson
Donald Righetti
Ernest Righetti
Laurie Rossi
Craig Rust
San Benito Cattle Company
San Simeon Creek Ranch
Santa Barbara County Cattle Women
Santa Cruz Island Foundation
W. Ralph Schaefer
Carson & Sherry Scheller
Edward Scheller
Cindy Schonholtz
Frances Scovel
Shasta Livestock
Douglas Shaw
Darren & Kali Shetler
Carole Silveira
Paul Simmons
Anthony Sinclair
Daniel Sinton
Jim & Norma Sinton
Steve & Jane Sinton
SLO Coast District/Hearst Castle
Flint Speer
Robert Spradling
Bill & Laura Stahl
Marilyn Standifer Shreve
Marcia Steinberg
Stepladder Ranch
Roger Sternberg
Gary Stiles
Karen & Scott Stone
Thomas & Lore Sturm
G.A. Sullivan
Darrel & Karen Sweet
Cecil R. Taylor
Tejon Ranch Company
The Atascadero Horsemen
The Border
The Henry Bull Foundation
The Nature Conservancy
William Thomas
BJ Thompson
David & Cindy Thompson
Geoff Thompson
Dr. William Tietje
Peter & Amelia Tognazzini
Carole Tognetti
Kenneth Trott
Tulare County Cattlemen’s
Association
Hideo Uchida
Shigemi Uchida
Nita Vail
Tim Vail
Vail & Vickers
Walt & Rose Van Boxtel
Vance Bell Family
Jack & Zee Varian
Chet & Claudia Vogt
Karl Ward
Paul Weinberg
Western States Horse Expo
Andy & Sandy Westfall
Lindsay Anne Weston
Jeff & Nancy Wiedemann
Marden & Kendra Wilber
Wildlands, Inc.
William Vogel Family
Cindy Wittstrom
Karl Wittstrom
Charles Wolf
Darrell & Callie Wood
Robert & Janie Woodruff
Will Woolley
Work Family
Preston Wright
Yolo Land & Cattle Co.
Jerry & Gerilyn York
Barry Zoeller

California
Rangeland Trust
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Bennett, Chair
Ducor

Darrell Wood, Vice Chair
Vina

Steve McDonald, Treasurer
Sanger

Scott Stone, Secretary
Woodland

Woody Barnes
Julian

Brandy Branquinho
Los Alamos

Devere Dressler
Gardnerville

Holly Foster
Oroville

Tim Koopmann
Sunol

Jennifer Rice
Herald

Nancy Richardson
Gilroy

Steve Sinton
Shandon

Darrel Sweet
Livermore

Jennifer Rice
Clements
(representing Humboldt Co.)

Nita Vail
Executive Director

Donja Garvey
Marketing & Fund
Development Director

Michele Clark
Transaction Director

Andy Mills
Stewardship Director

Jon Cartright
Finance Manager

Emily Franciskovich
Conservation Associate

Rosemary Cueva
Staff Assistant
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In Memoriam
Jack E. Russell
February 8, 1926 ~ July 22, 2005
At the request of the family of Jack E. Russell, California Rangeland Trust is accepting memorial donations in his honor. Mr.
Russell, a CRT donor, strongly believed in the Trust’s mission to conserve the open space, natural habitat and stewardship
provided by California ranchers.The respect that he had for California rangelands is resulting in generous tributes to honor him.
Jack E. Russell, who passed away on July 22, 2005, left behind three loving daughters, Anne Russell (Daniel) Rudolph of
Atherton, CA; Susan E. (Drew) Hagen of Walnut Creek and Gail B. (Daniel) Baum of Palo Alto.
Jack spent his childhood in Pacific Grove and the Bay area, also serving in the Merchant Marines during World War II. Jack
was a trustee for C.M. Russell Museum of Great Falls, Montana, and an owner and developer of several businesses in Pacific
Grove and Marina. He spent much of the last 25 years enjoying his avocado ranch, Stepladder Ranch, in Cambria, CA.
The following family and friends have graciously contributed to California Rangeland Trust in Jack Russell’s memory:
Michael P. Bertrand
Roberta Chappell
Jeffrey Dinsmore
Carroll Fergusson
Jeanette Geller

Graves Family (Hi Valley
Development Corp)
Robert and Sheri
Hauswirth
Homer Hayward
Catherine Hughes

Alida Lehman
Mary Mahoney
Clifton Mason
Dolores McNeil
Forrest and Cynthia Miller
Purdom Family Trust

San Simeon Creek Ranch
Steve and Jane Sinton
Laura and Bill Stahl
Hideo Uchida
Shigemi Uchida
Robert Woodruff
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