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Our Mission: To conserve California’s working ranches that provide stewardship, open space and natural habitat for future generations.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

A CALIFORNIA SUCCESS STORY 
The Jack Ranch Solar Project

Imagine generating enough clean 
energy on a ranch to power 100,000 
homes. Thanks to a new solar 
project on the Jack Ranch in San 
Luis Obispo and Monterey counties, 
owned by the Hearst Corporation, 
a groundbreaking model of clean 
energy, innovative land management, 
and stewardship is creating 280 
megawatts of green energy. Spanning 
2,900 acres, the California Flats solar 
project was thoughtfully designed 
as an alternative revenue source 
for the ranch that is completely 
compatible with existing agricultural 
operations. California Rangeland Trust 
is proud to play a role in a venture 
that demonstrates the importance of 
rangeland and gives insight into the 
future of large-scale sustainability 
projects on ranches. 

Mitigation Agreements Offset 
Environmental Impact
To offset the project’s environmental 
impact and protect sensitive 
species’ habitat, multiple mitigation 
agreements were recorded on 7,300 
acres of the Jack Ranch. California 
Rangeland Trust holds these new 
mitigation easements, which were 
funded by California Flats. Hearst will 
be reimbursed for management costs 
related to the species mitigation 
from endowments also held by the 
Rangeland Trust.

“The Rangeland Trust is the go-to 
organization for these kinds of deals,” 
explains Ben Higgins, Hearst Director 
of Ag Operations. “Hearst selected 

The Jack Ranch is home to over 
1 million solar modules which produce 
enough clean, renewable electricity  
to power 100,000 homes. Nita Vail, California Rangeland Trust CEO

“California Flats is a perfect example of how ranchers are changing 
old ideas about land management. It’s an incredibly positive project 
combining the best of modern sustainable technology with historic 
landscapes forever conserved because of partners on all sides who  
care about our planet and the resources we share.”

California Rangeland Trust because  
we know them. We trust them.” 
Hearst and California Rangeland 
Trust previously worked together on 
the original San Simeon conservation 
project, finalized in 2005. This project 
involved conserving 80,000 acres of 
the Hearst Ranch and was one of the 
largest land conservation agreements 
in California history.
The solar project subsidizes the 
cattle operation at Jack Ranch, while 
helping to stave off future development 
pressure. This is very good news for 
the families who work and live on the 
ranch, the many species of plants and

(story continues on page 3) 
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1	 Conserve the Land.  
We are committed to serving the land, people and wildlife by conserving 
California’s working ranches. This starts by serving as a trusted resource 
on which ranchers can depend on to offer creative conservation and 
economic solutions through traditional and cutting-edge methods. 

2	 Change the Thinking.  
We have an opportunity to capitalize on the power of rangelands to  
bridge environmental and ranching interests, while engaging people 
across the urban-rural divide to find common ground in stewarding 
our working landscapes. We are committed to taking an active role in 
showcasing the value of private working lands, while positioning the 
organization to become a trusted national, state, and community  
thought-leader in rangeland conservation.

3	 Sustain the Organization.  
The success of the organization is dependent upon our short-term and  
long-term financial capacity, which is why we are committed to developing 
and stewarding a broad range of financial support, while working to  
recruit and retain top talent.

LEADERSHIP LETTER
LEGACY COUNCIL
Between meetings, ranch tours, and  
the Messaging Task Force, the Legacy 
Council is hard at work raising awareness 
of California Rangeland Trust. 
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Dear Friends,
The land is one of our most valuable resources. Not only is it the place  
where our food is produced, our fresh water flows, and our wildlife thrive, it 
also benefits us in ways we often do not think about. Over the past year, we 
have shared stories about how ranchers and rangelands are contributing  
to our social, cultural, and economic well-being. 
Today, you read about the Jack Ranch—a landscape home to a new solar 
project that generates clean, renewable energy, while also providing habitat for 
livestock and wildlife to flourish. On our blog, you read articles about families 
like the Stones from Yolo Land and Cattle Co. who are working to increase 
groundwater storage and remove pollutants like carbon from the atmosphere 
through rotational grazing and composting. Whether you come from a 
ranching background or live in an urban area, these stories remind us all  
how vital the land and its shared resources are in our own lives. 
Conserving our state’s rangelands before they are gone forever is an important 
and inclusive issue that requires an “all hands-on deck” approach. The 
Rangeland Trust must continue to do what we can to support landowners, 
encourage sustainable practices, and serve as a voice to advocate for the 
preservation of working lands. With this in mind, the Board of Directors 
recently adopted a new five-year strategic plan focused on three priority areas: 

Nita Vail 
Chief Executive 
Officer	  

K. Mark Nelson 
Chair

JACK RANCH SOLAR PROJECT
(continued from page 1)

Now is an exciting time to be part of the Rangeland Trust because achieving the 
goals outlined in our strategic plan means that together, we will ensure a better 
quality of life for all Californians. Won’t you join us?

Sincerely,

wildlife thriving on these acres,  
and the millions of Californians who 
benefit from the resources the  
ranch helps protect.

“My colleague and I were looking at a 
book put together by the government  
on possible solar sites, and I said, 
‘That’s the Jack Ranch,’” says Steve 
Hearst, Vice President and General 
Manager of Hearst’s Western 
Properties. “We could make the Jack 
Ranch sustainable.” The project also 
furthered the Hearst Corporation’s 
dedication to sustainability. “We are 
green and we’ve always been green. 
And given the opportunity to move 
that ball, we just did it.” 

Compatibility with Grazing
California Flats will generate enough 
clean energy to displace over 109,000 
metric tons of carbon dioxide every 
year—comparable to taking 22,000 
cars off the road. Not only is the 
project good for the environment,  
it ’s good for the ranch.
Because the lease agreement requires  
California Flats to build new water 
infrastructure for the property,  
Hearst anticipates the ranch’s 
carrying capacity will be maintained 
or even increased despite the loss 
of grazing acres. Ranch employees 
worked closely with construction 
and operation teams to thoughtfully 
re-engineer pasture fencing and new 
water systems in order to minimally 
affect cattle movement. Sheep will 
graze under the panels, and cattle  
will continue to graze the ranch’s 
70,000 acres, a testament to the 
harmony of this solar project with 
agriculture operations.

California Partners in  
Green Energy
Construction of the first 130 megawatts  
was completed by the end of 2017, 
with the final 150 megawatt-phase 
completed by close of 2018. This was 
a project many years in the making. 
First Solar was the initial lessor and 
sold the lease to Capital Dynamics,  
an asset management firm that 
invests in clean energy infrastructure 
around the world.

“It is a unique and gratifying experience 
to partner with ranchers and learn 
from their deep knowledge of and 
connection to the land,” says Benoit 
Allehaut, Director at Capital Dynamics 
Clean Energy Infrastructure business.
The renewable energy produced  
at California Flats is under contract 
by Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) and 
Apple, Inc. PG&E spokesman Denny 
Boyes says, “The project is a great 
example of several groups working 
together to ensure sustainable land 
use while achieving California’s  
clean energy goals.”
With high voltage transmission 
lines bisecting the property and 
access to large acreage, Jack Ranch 
was uniquely suited to the project. 
California Flats is not visible from any 
public roadway. Higgins advises other 
ranchers to consider sunlight and 
existing infrastructure when weighing 
similar opportunities.

“When it comes to renewable energy 
partnerships on rangelands in California, 
I think what’s happening on the Jack 
Ranch is just the beginning,” says 
Vail. “This project is where honor for 
the past’s legacies, opportunities for 
today’s land stewards, and regard for 
tomorrow’s planet meet. It’s an exciting 
story for all of us.”

By Keely Brazil, Go West Marketing
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PLANNED GIVING
4 BENEFITS OF GIVING LIFE INSURANCE

Many people overlook life insurance as a giving option, but it ’s an easy way to make a difference at the 
Rangeland Trust. Plus, a gift of life insurance has the following four perks:

LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES YOU CAN GIVE:

	 A recently issued policy
	 An existing policy in premium-paying mode
	 A paid-up life insurance policy

The information in this 
publication is not intended as 
legal or tax advice. For such 
advice, please consult an 
attorney or tax advisor.

1. COST-EFFICIENCY Life insurance allows you to make a significant gift even if your 
means are limited today. By making small premium payments each 
year for a limited number of years, you can leave a gift  
of sizable proportions.

For an existing policy, you may receive a federal income tax 
charitable deduction. For a new policy, with the Rangeland Trust 
named as the owner and beneficiary, your premium payments may 
be deductible as charitable gifts. 

Your life insurance policy is a contract and therefore cannot be 
changed by heirs. If you make the Rangeland Trust the owner and 
beneficiary of the policy now, it will not be included in your probate 
estate and will remain confidential.

Life insurance gives you the option to make a gift with an asset other 
than cash, helping you to make a bigger impact than you may have 
ever thought possible. 

2. TAX BENEFITS

3. SECURITY AND  
CONFIDENTIALITY

4. HELPING OUR MISSION

Co-hosts James Poett and Marianne Partridge Poett 
(Rancho San Julian) and Legacy Council member Eric Hvolboll 

(La Paloma Ranch) with Rangeland Trust CEO Nita Vail

Katie Isaacson-Hames talks about her family’s 
experience working with the Rangeland Trust 

to conserve the El Chorro Ranch

Samantha Leigh, Legacy 
Council member Erik 

Gregersen (Rancho San Carlos 
de Jonata), and Owen Schafer 

(Gaviota Springs Ranch)

Legacy Council members 
Richard and Sharon Kline 

(Rancho San Lorenzo)

Russell Chamberlin 
(Ted Chamberlin Ranch) 
discusses the innovative 
management techniques  

he is utilizing to ensure his  
ranch remains viable

Guests enjoy the showing 
of A Common Ground

Joanne Hollister (Hollister Ranch), Rangeland Trust  
Emeritus Councilmember Devere Dressler (Ace Hereford Ranch)  

and Bill King (King Brothers Cattle Co.)

Tina Muir with Brandy 
Branquinho and her son Luke 

Branquinho (Branquinho 
Ranch) with Naomi Bennett

REUNIR 2019
The Historic & Contemporary Come Together

Reunir is the Spanish word for 
“gather,” and on February 21, 2019 
nearly 200 people in Santa Barbara 
County did just that. Dating back 
to the Spanish and Mexican land 
grants, California has a unique 
history with ties to the land and 
traditions we all love. Purposefully 
hosted at the Santa Barbara Club—
formed in 1892 to serve as a 

meeting place for area businessmen, 
especially the widespread ranching 
community— the event welcomed 
guests from both historic and 
contemporary ranching families to 
celebrate California’s strong vaquero 
heritage, the community’s deep 
connection to open space, and the 
California Rangeland Trust’s role in 
keeping our working landscapes just 
as they are, forever. 

This Reunir was a true celebration of 
the ranching way of life and brought 
together people who are passionate 
about preserving the best of our 
state now and into the future. Mark 
your calendars to Reunir with 
the Rangeland Trust next year on 
February 20, 2020 at the Santa 
Barbara Club in Santa Barbara, CA!
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On Saturday, April 20, 2019 over 
100 guests stopped to smell the 
wildflowers during a tour of the 
Keegan Ranch in Bear Valley. Hosted 
by California Rangeland Trust and 
ranch owner Jim Keegan, the event 
was sponsored by Raley’s as part 
of its Where Your Food Grows and 
Grazes program. The program is 
designed to bring the farm-to-fork 
movement to life for children and 
families from both urban and rural 
areas to connect to healthy food and 
the land and people who produce it. 
The fun-filled day kicked off with 
a hayride through the Keegan 

Ranch to view the property and its 
spectacular array of magnificent 
wildflowers. Children and adults 
alike were mesmerized by the 
sight of lush green grasses, showy 
blankets of beautiful blooms, grazing 
cows on the range, fresh flowing 
water running down the hillside, 
and abundant wildlife inhabiting 
the ranch. They even spotted 
a bald eagle perched on a tree 
overlooking the reservoir. Beyond 
marveling at the ranch’s beauty, 
guests also learned about the 
ranch’s rich history and the family 
that has stewarded it since 1880. 

After the tour, guests returned to the 
homestead to feast on a nutritious, 
ranch-style barbeque. 
This event was extra special 
because people were able to form 
connections to the land, while 
realizing its critical role in providing 
all of us with clean air to breathe, 
fresh water to drink, healthy food 
to eat, and spectacular viewsheds 
to cherish. Even after the weather 
warms and the wildflowers fade, 
the impact from the day will be 
remembered by attendees for  
years to come.

For more photos from the tour, visit our  
online photo gallery at www.rangelandtrust.org/ 
2019-wildflower-tour-at-keegan-ranch/

The next generation playing in the field of flowers.

Guests enjoy a delicious  
ranch-style barbeque

Ranch owner Jim Keegan shares stories  
with neighbor and former California governor  

Jerry Brown and first lady Anne Gust Brown

Participants marvel at the carpet of 
wildflowers during a hayride tour of the ranch
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Thank you to all our inspiring 
donors for joining in the effort 
to keep the best of our open 
spaces available for all the 
good they provide.

SUPER BLOOM BRINGS A MAGICAL EXPERIENCE  
TO THE KEEGAN RANCH ANNUAL FUND

Last year, you taught us something very 
important. Through the tremendous rallying 
of more than 200 donors throughout 
California (and even some from outside  
the state), the Rangeland Trust was able  
to conserve the first ranch fully funded  
by private donations.

Being able to tell stories of successful 
conservation are the best parts of our work. 
But being able to share in that success 
with over 200 families is such an amazing 
experience, we are deeply touched by  
this outpouring of generosity. 

We want to give you more 
opportunities to help conserve 
the lands you love. We also want 
to invite more helping hands to 
make each dollar you donate  
go even further. 

Other donors stepped up in 2017 and 2018 
to help fund research that can enhance 
both understanding of the importance of 
rangeland conservation, and how best to 
communicate that information to larger 
audiences in a way that will inspire them 
to invest, just as many of our community 
members have already done.

By conserving ranches, we are ensuring 
access to stunning wildflower displays, 
fresh local foods, and clean air and water 
for everyone in this state. We are protecting 
places for wildlife to thrive, our Native 
American and early homesteader sites,  
and many memories with family. Urban and 
rural alike can find common ground here, 
and together we are building the bridge to 
connect us all to the land we love most. 

WE WANT TO SHARE MORE 
HAPPY STORIES WITH YOU. 

PLEASE USE THE 
ENCLOSED ENVELOPE TO 
FURTHER RANGELAND 
CONSERVATION TODAY! 

Rangeland Trust 6 7



DUNCAN AND MEREDITH ABBOTT 
LEO AND CAROLYN ACQUISTAPACE 
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LARRY AND KATHI ALAMEDA 
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MARK AND KATHI CONNALLY 
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GARAMENDI
CRAWFORD COOLEY 
RICK AND LYNNE COSYNS 
TIM CRAWFORD III
REBECCA DABNEY 
BARBARA DAVIS-LYMAN 
JACK AND JEANNE DAVISSON 
MICHAEL AND KATIE DELBAR 
FRANK AND JOANNE DOHN 
DANIEL AND PAMELA DOIRON 
DAVE AND SUZANNE DORRANCE 

DIANE DOUGLAS 
S.M. DOWD 
GLENN AND MARGARET DROWN 
TERRY AND DC DUGAN 
FAITH DUNCAN 
EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT 
GREGORY GILOTH AND ELLEN EASTON 
ELIZABETH BIXBY JANEWAY FOUNDATION 
PATTI EVANS 
FARM CREDIT 
LARRY AND SUSAN FISHMAN 
WILLIAM AND BONNIE FOGARTY 
BERT AND CANDEE FORBES 
PETER AND SHANNON FOUCAULT 
JOHN AND MARYANN FRYE 
KEN AND JACKIE FULGHAM 
STEVEN AND JODY FULLER 
E & J GALLO WINERY 
CHRIS AND CATHY GATLEY 
MATT AND CYNTHIA GAUSE 
ANGELO GENASCI 
JIM AND MARY GENASCI 
LEIGH GEREN 
GEYSERS CATTLE CO 
CHARLES AND LOREDANA GIBSON 
VALERIE GORDON 
GEORGE AND KASSANDRA GOUGH 
JOE AND CINDI GRAFTON 
ERIK AND SANDY GREGERSEN 
AUDREY GRIFFIN 
SCOTT HAGGERTY 
JACK AND DARCY HANSON 
BRUCE AND ELIZABETH HART 
MIMI HASTINGS 
BETH KELLNER AND AARON HAYES 
CHUCK AND JEAN HENRY III
THE HERBST FOUNDATION 
ROBERT HESSELTINE 
DAVID AND NANCY HILL 
HILLTOP SECURITIES INC. 
HOLLENCREST CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 
DOYLE AND JOANNE HOLLISTER 
FRED AND SUSIE HUNT 
NATASHA HUNT 
TIM AND JULIE HUSSMAN 
ERIC HVOLBOLL 
DEMING AND KATHERINE ISAACSON 
ISLAND PACKERS, INC. 
AL AND CHRISTIE JAHNS 
JIM AND KAREN JELKS 
JOSIAH JENKINS 
DOUGLAS JENSEN 
CAROL JOHNSON 

ANN AND CHRIS JONES 
ASHTON KELLEY 
GREG AND BEVERLY KENT 
ANDRIA KIDD 
RICHARD AND SHARON KLINE 
AUDREY KNIGHT 
DOUG KNUDSON 
CLAYTON AND NATALIE KOOPMANN 
TIM AND MELINDA KOOPMANN 
HENRY KRZCIUK 
JACK KUECHLER 
MEREDITH AND STEVE KUPFERMAN 
DAVID AND HEIDI LACKEY 
ALEXA LALLOS 
ANN BROMFIELD AND LYNDAL LAUGHRIN 
JOY LAW 
RICHARD AND MAHLIE LAWTON 
NANCY LEE 
CAROLYN CHANDLER AND RANDY 
LEFFINGWELL 
JEREMIAH AND KATHY LEIBOWITZ 
BEVERLY LEWEY 
BOB AND SUSIE LILLEY 
ERIC AND MEGAN LINDBERG 
KYLE LUCAS 
JOSEPH LUIS 
DAVID AND JULIE LYON 
CARL AND TERESA MACDONALD 
STEVE AND MARY MANDEL 
SCOTT AND HEIDI MARSHALL 
SUSAN MARSHALL 
JOSEPH MASSOLO 
ANDRE MATHIEU 
THOMAS MCCLELLAND 
DOUG AND KATIE MCDONALD 
MARK AND MEGAN MCKEAN 
CHARLES MCLAUGHLIN 
JIM MERRILL 
MARSHALL AND AMY MILLER 
CLINT AND GAIL MOFFITT 
KEITH MAUTINO MOORE 
ANITA SLICTON AND MARY ANN MORAN 
STOCKTON BUCK AND LINDA MORNELL 
SHERRY MUSGROVE 
SANDRA NAFTZGER 
CHARLES AND STACEY NELSON 
MARK AND ABBIE NELSON 
GARY AND ANNA NETT 
JOANNE NISSEN 
HAYES AND PATRICIA NOEL 
FRANK NUNES 
DAN AND BARBARA O'CONNELL 
KEVIN AND DONICA O'LAUGHLIN 

HONORARIUM

MICHELLE COX 
IN HONOR OF BRENDA DE RAMUS

STUART EPSTEIN 
IN HONOR OF BILLY AND ATHENA FLOURNOY

MARCIE IDE 
IN HONOR OF ROY AND MYRNA GASKIN

CAROLYN KNOLL 
IN HONOR OF BETTE LOU KNOLL

JON SEMPER  
IN HONOR OF JOHN ANDREINI

DOUGLAS AND CATHERINE WINNETT 
IN HONOR OF JOHN ANDREINI

HAYES AND PATRICIA NOEL 
IN HONOR OF STEVE SINTON

GAIL SCHOETTLER 
IN HONOR OF STEVE SINTON

THE ATASCADERO HORSEMEN'S CLUB 
IN HONOR OF THE SINTON FAMILY

AVENALES SPORTSMEN'S CLUB 
IN HONOR OF THE SINTON FAMILY

MEMORIALS

TERRI ARINGTON 
IN MEMORY OF RON ARINGTON

RICK AND CAROL BURY 
IN MEMORY OF ARLENE DOTY

VALERIE CODY 
IN MEMORY OF JOHN AND BESSIE CODY

CECI DALE-CESMAT 
IN MEMORY OF TONY MADDALENA

JOSEPHINE GARDNER  
IN MEMORY OF HANTA YO-SON OF 
KHEMOSABI

DUNCAN HOWARD  
IN MEMORY OF BARBARA COLDANI

DUNCAN HOWARD 
IN MEMORY OF MARY BROWN

LOIA KOSVIC 
IN MEMORY OF DAVE MCMORRAN

ED AND FRANKIE LETOURNEAU 
IN MEMORY OF FRANK P. MATHIS

MICHELE EGAN AND MIKE McCABE 
IN MEMORY OF “LOLA” VAIL

CLINT AND GAIL MOFFITT 
IN MEMORY OF CLAUDIA SMITH-HILL

JOANNE NISSEN  
IN MEMORY OF JERRY CARLSON

JOANNE NISSEN 
IN MEMORY OF JOHN BOEKENOOGEN

JOANNE NISSEN  
IN MEMORY OF TONJA HANDLER ECKMAN

DAN AND BARBARA O'CONNELL 
IN MEMORY OF GLENN “DEKE” MATHIS JR.

ELIZABETH SCHOLTZ AND  
THE COLLA FAMILY 
IN MEMORY OF BRUNO J. MAUTINO

WILLIAM AND SHEILAH TIETJE 
IN MEMORY OF JIM SINTON

NITA VAIL  
IN MEMORY OF BOB FOX

CALIFORNIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

KEN AND DENISE CHRISTEN  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

JACK AND DARCY HANSON  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

DAN STEADMAN AND NEIL HENNESSY  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

DEAN AND DANA HUNT  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

DAVID JACKSON  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

FRANK MARTORANA  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

GORDON AND KAREN RASMUSSEN  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV

ANDY AND SANDY WESTFALL  
IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH RUSS IV
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KATIE OTTO 
ERNEST AND ROBIN PAINE 
PANORAMA MEATS, INC. 
BILL AND JANET PARENTE 
GREG PARKER 
JEANNE HELPHENSTINE AND  
BARBARA PARSONS 
PATAGONIA.COM 
PAYPAL GIVING FUND 
JON AND LINDY PEDOTTI 
KATHLEEN PENSINGER 
BJ PETERSEN 
SUSAN PETROVICH 
ERICH PFUEHLER 
CHUCK AND FRAN PRITCHARD 
MARY PUGLIESE 
RABOBANK, N.A. 
ALEXANDER RADAY 
RALEY'S FAMILY OF FINE STORES 
TODD AND MARTY RENFREW 
WAYNE AND MARCIA RICE 
JACK AND ANNE RICE 
JIM AND MARY RICKERT 
JACK AND DONNA RODDY 
MATTHEW AND ALYSSA ROLEN 
RICHARD AND EVELYNE ROMINGER 

SCOTT AND TARA ROSEMAN 
MARY ROSS 
MARILYN AND JERRY RUSSELL 
ANDREW RUSTAN 
PETER AND MARGIT SANDS 
KATHY AND PAUL SANKEY 
EDWARD AND JUDITH SAVAGE 
NANCY SCHAEFER 
LELAND AND KATHY SCHNEIDER 
JIM AND CAROL SCOTT 
JOHN AND JUDY SEMAS 
BILL PAXSON AND LYNNE SHERMAN 
ANNE SINSHEIMER 
STEVE AND JANE SINTON 
HARVEY SMITH 
RYAN AND EMILY SMITH 
CHERLYN SPAHAN 
JACK AND BEV SPARROWK 
LYNN HUNTSINGER AND PAUL STARRS 
BARBARA STEINBERG 
ROGER STERNBERG 
SCOTT AND KAREN STONE 
STOPWASTE 
KAREN SWAEBY 
DARREL AND KAREN SWEET 
FRANCIS SWEET 
BOB AND KENDRA TASKER 

KIM AND TRISH TIMOTHY 
DONN AND DAISY TOGNAZZINI 
DON AND MERRIE TOMPKINS 
LYLE AND SUZANNE TURPIN 
MARY VAIL 
TIM VAIL 
ARNULFO VALDIVIA 
GERALD FEJARANG AND ELIZABETH 
VALDOVINOS 
JACK AND ZEE VARIAN 
NANCY LINDSAY AND TIM VENDLINSKI 
ANN VENEMAN 
CLINT, DAWN, MIKAYLA VORIS AND PEACE 
MAKER V+++ AND PRECIOUS V
RICHARD WAGNER 
HUGH WALKER 
ROBERT AND CAROLYN WALKER 
VERONIQUE GILLARD AND WOLF WEBER 
ERIC AND AREL WENTE 
EFFIE WESTERVELT 
AYN WIESKAMP 
FRED AND AMANDA WILLIAMSON 
KIM AND SHARON WILSON 
KURT AND LISA WINTER 
BOB WOODS 
STUART AND LISA WOOLF 
YULIANNA YANEZ 
ALLENE ZANGER 

THANK YOU DONORS
CALIFORNIA RANGELAND TRUST DONORS

NOVEMBER 19, 2018 THROUGH JUNE 15, 2019  
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IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

JOE RUSS IV, FOUNDING BOARD MEMBER

Joe Russ IV passed away peacefully at his home in Ferndale on January 12, 2019, 
surrounded by his family. He was the fourth generation of an early pioneering 
family with an expansive agricultural heritage. 
Joe served as the California State FFA President in 1954 before attending  
the UC Davis for two years and transferring to UC Berkeley where he graduated 
with a degree in business administration. After graduation, Joe enlisted in the 
U.S. Marine Corps and was assigned to a helicopter squadron where he was  
the Honorman of his platoon. In 1963, he with his wife, Karen began their lives 
together at the Bunker Hill Ranch in Humboldt County where they raised 
sheep and cattle. 
Joe was a founding Board Member of the California Rangeland Trust, and 
his leadership and vision were also instrumental in the establishment and 
implementation of so many other key agricultural organizations throughout 
the state. Joe believed in the need for producers to take an active and 
involved interest in both the political and regulatory environment. 
Even with his many accomplishments, Joe was most proud of his 55 years  
of marriage to Karen, their three children, Renee Jackson, Kathy Christiansen, 
and Lane Russ and their families. All three children are carrying on their 
father’s legacy and are actively involved in production agriculture.

Kendra Wilber passed away at her home in Clements on November 26, 2018, 
surrounded by her loved ones. 
Kendra attended the UC Davis where she received her bachelor’s degree in 
political science. With her husband Marden and children Tim and Tomme Jo, 
she owned Lane Ranches, a cow-calf and stocker operation in San Joaquin, 
Amador, and Calaveras counties.
Kendra was incredibly dedicated to preserving the Western culture and lifestyle. 
She served as a California Rangeland Trust board member from 2002 to 2011 and 
was active on the finance and fund development committees. Kendra helped 
bring the "Town and Country" feel to our fundraisers and spent countless hours 
helping with event planning and fundraising strategy. We will forever remember 
Kendra and her creativity, passion, and love for the Rangeland Trust. 

KENDRA WILBER, FORMER BOARD MEMBER

STEVE THOMPSON, LEGACY COUNCIL MEMBER

Conservation lost a trusted and caring friend on November 4, 2018. After  
a nearly two-year battle with kidney cancer, Steve passed away in his home 
in Granite Bay with his family, friends, and black lab, Donner by his side. 
Steve married Renée Moffett in 1973. Together they moved to Arcata where 
Steve attended Humboldt State University and graduated with degrees in 
wildlife management and range conservation. 
Steve’s career in the US Fish and Wildlife Service spanned 32 years, 
beginning with wrangling wild horses for the Bureau of Land Management 
in Oregon. From there he went on to serve as a biologist with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Chief of Refuges in the Southwest Region, and finally, 
Regional Director for the California/Nevada/Oregon Region. It was during  
his stint as regional director that Steve had to deal with very complex  
water, endangered species, and conservation issues. 
In 2006, Steve helped bring a group of diverse interests together to form the 
California Rangeland Conservation Coalition, after recognizing the common 
goals shared by these groups. Typically on opposite sides of issues, Steve 
united these groups in support of the multiple economic and environmental 
benefits of grazing. After his retirement in 2008, Steve partnered with his 
daughter Maya, of American West Conservation, to provide professional 
advice and strategic assistance to conserve western land, water, and wildlife 
in partnerships with ranchers, farmers, and private landowners.
Steve was a huge believer in the work of the California Rangeland Trust  
and served on the Legacy Council until his passing. In June 2018, he was 
awarded the Rangeland Trust’s Conservation Impact Award for his many 
contributions to rangeland conservation. 

EDITOR

ALYSSA ROLEN

CONTRIBUTING  
PHOTOGRAPHERS

ALYSSA ROLEN, MARY BONDAR, MATT CARVER, 
SHANNON FOUCAULT, NITA VAIL

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

KEELY BRAZIL, MICHAELA BRAZIL,  
ALYSSA ROLEN, MARY BONDAR,  
SHANNON FOUCAULT, NITA VAIL

CONTACT US

1225 H STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

916.444.2096 | RANGELANDTRUST.ORG 
INFO@RANGELANDTRUST.ORG

California Rangeland Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, federal tax identification #31-1631453.
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