
The Rangeland Trust Conserves Historic  
14,000-Acre Ranch Near the Gaviota Coast

2XU�0LVVLRQ��7R�FRQVHUYH�&DOLIRUQLD·V�ZRUNLQJ�UDQFKHV�WKDW�SURYLGH� 
VWHZDUGVKLS��RSHQ�VSDFH�DQG�QDWXUDO�KDELWDW�IRU�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV

O ne of the three largest ranches in the 

Gaviota Coast planning area will remain 

in its grand historic condition thanks to the 

foresight and strong determination of the landowner 

and the California Rangeland Trust.  This past 

winter, the Rangeland Trust successfully placed 

an agricultural conservation easement on Louise 

+DQVRQ·V��������DFUH�UDQFK��IRUHYHU�SURWHFWLQJ�
the scenic beauty, wildlife habitat and local food 

production provided by the expansive property. 

We are honored to have worked with Mrs. Hanson 

and her family for the last several years to help her 

IXOÀOO�KHU�ZLVK�WR�GRQDWH�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�ULJKWV�RI�
her land to the Rangeland Trust. This conservation 

easement is the legal instrument ensuring the 

IXOÀOOPHQW�RI�KHU�GHVLUH�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�SURSHUW\�DQG�
WKH�UDQFK·V�OHJDF\�

The ranch is located in the Gaviota Coast region of Santa Barbara 

&RXQW\�DQG�LV�YLVLEOH�IURP�ERWK�+Z\���DQG�+Z\������7KLV�PDJQLÀFHQW�
property is located in close 

proximity to the Gaviota State 

Park, the Las Padres National 

Forest, the Nojoqui Falls Park 

and the Gaviota Pass. 

Mrs. Hanson, a progressive 

and strong willed woman, 

set the stage for women to 

become successful landowners and ranchers throughout the State. 

At one time, Mrs. Hanson ran the entire cattle operation herself. More 

recently, various portions of the land are leased, ensuring the property 

continues as a working cattle ranch. Stewardship is a priority for 

Hanson and has been her entire life. 

“I think almost all ranchers are actually part of the environment, we live 

along with the environment,” Hanson said in an interview of oral history 
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FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�2UDQJH�&RXQW\�3LRQHHU�&RXQFLO��´,�PHDQ�WKDW�LV�SDUW�
of our life, to preserve it and take care of it and be part of it.” 

0UV��+DQVRQ·V�GHVLUH�WR�NHHS�WKH�SURSHUW\�ZKROH�DQG�LQ�FDWWOH�UDQFKLQJ�
FRPSOHWHO\�DOLJQV�ZLWK�WKH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW·V�PLVVLRQ�WR�SURWHFW�SULYDWH�
ownership of working ranches, open landscapes, wildlife habitat, clean 

DLU�DQG�ZDWHU��ORFDO�IRRG�VXSSOLHV�DQG�&DOLIRUQLD·V�UDQFKLQJ�KHULWDJH�� 
 

´/RXLVH�+DQVRQ�LV�DQ�LQVSLUDWLRQ�WR�XV�DOO�µ�VDLG�1LWD�9DLO��&(2�RI�WKH�
Rangeland Trust. “It is such an honor to support her long time goal of 

preserving the incredible ranches she has put together and the gift she 

has given Santa Barbara County and all of California.” 

7KH�UDQFK�LV�KRPH�WR�D�WUHPHQGRXV�DPRXQW�RI�ÁRUD�DQG�IDXQD�
including chaparral, oak woodlands, willow riparian and open range 

type landscapes. Several special status species call the ranch home 

WRR��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�UHG�OHJJHG�IURJ�

We are proud to have worked with Mrs. Hanson to ensure the property 

will never be subdivided and will continue as a working cattle ranch.

“I think almost all ranchers 
are actually part of the  

environment, we live along 
with the environment.”

IN THIS ISSUE
',5(&7256�0(66$*( . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

$�:(67(51�$))$,5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �

$118$/�5(3257  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ��� 

&216(59$7,21�&251(5 . . . . . . . . . . .��

'2125�7+$1.�<286 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .��



CALIFORNIA RANGELAND TRUST      3       2       NEWSLETTER - SPRING/SUMMER 2013

A WESTERN AFFAIR
%<�$11$�/,6$�*,$11,1,��&20081,&$7,216�',5(&725

W LWK�WKH�VRXQGV�RI�WKH�3DFLÀF�2FHDQ�DQG�FDWWOH�JUD]LQJ�LQ�
the background, the California Rangeland Trust gathered 

friends and supporters to celebrate our ranching heritage, 

the life of an extraordinary man, and a year of conservation successes. 

7KH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW·V������$�:HVWHUQ�$IIDLU�was held last September 

DW�WKH�KLVWRULF�+HDUVW�5DQFK�2OG�6DQ�6LPHRQ�9LOODJH�DQG�ZDV�
dedicated to the life of George R. Hearst, Jr. The event was graciously 

hosted by Stephen Hearst, the Hearst family and Hearst Corporation 

on the beautiful coastline forever preserved by a conservation 

easement held by the Rangeland Trust.

,Q�WKH�HDUO\�HYHQLQJ��D�VSHFLDO�SUH�SDUW\�ZLQH�UHFHSWLRQ�ZDV�KHOG�
DW�WKH�KLVWRULF�6HQDWRU·V�+RXVH�RQ�WKH�UDQFK��*XHVWV�HQMR\HG�ZLQH�
WDVWLQJ��GHOLFLRXV�KRUV�G·RXYUHV��OLYH�PXVLF�DQG�D�VSHFLDO�WDON�IURP�
Stephen Hearst about the history of the house and ranch. Down by 

the sea, inside a stunning old warehouse, attendees enjoyed the Ariat 

0DUJDULWD�UDIÁH�EDU�IRU�D�FKDQFH�WR�ZLQ�D�SDLU�RI�$ULDW�4XLQF\�)UHHPDQ�
ERRWV��OLYH�GDQFLQJ�PXVLF�DQG�D�VSHFWDFXODU�VLOHQW�DXFWLRQ��2OG�IULHQGV�
DQG�QHZ�UHPLQLVFHG�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�\HDU�DV�WKH\�VLSSHG�WKH�HYHQW·V�
signature cocktail, the “Hearstini.”  

-DNH�2OVHQ��D�IDUP�NLG�DQG�IULHQG�RI�WKH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW��JUDFHG�WKH�
tent with the Star Spangled Banner and Rangeland Trust supporter 

Steve McCarthy gave the invocation. The short program presided over 

E\�WKH�HYHQLQJ·V�HPFHH��%LOO�5H\QROGV��LQFOXGHG�D�GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
HYHQW�WR�*HRUJH�5��+HDUVW��-U��E\�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW�&KLHI�([HFXWLYH�
2IÀFHU�1LWD�9DLO�DQG�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&RQVHUYDWLRQLVW�RI�WKH�<HDU�
Award by Vail and Rangeland Trust Board Chairman Scott Stone. The 

SDLU�SURXGO\�UHFRJQL]HG�6WHSKHQ�+HDUVW�DQG�WKH�+HDUVW�&RUSRUDWLRQ�DV�
WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�WKH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW·V�KLJKHVW�KRQRU��

Shortly after an inspiring word from Stephen Hearst about the Hearst 

Ranch conservation transaction and the life of his father, the live 

auction brought the room from tears to cheers. Starting with a pair 

RI�$ULDW�ERRWV�GHVLJQHG�DQG�SDUDGHG�WKURXJK�WKH�FURZG�E\�4XLQF\�
)UHHPHQ��&RO��-LP�*OLQHV��6DQWD�0DULD��FRPPDQGHG�WKH�URRP·V�
attention as he sought the highest bidder for the boots followed by 

each of the unique and fun auction items. 

The silent auction, spearheaded by Rangeland Trust Director Julie 

.LUE\��/RV�2OLYRV�DQG�WKH�6DQ�/XLV�2ELVSR�&RXQW\�&DWWOH:RPHQ��ZDV�
WKH�UHVXOW�RI�KRXUV�RI�KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�ERDVWHG�VHYHUDO�DPD]LQJ�LWHPV��
Following the close of the silent auction, attendees continued to mingle 

with friends and many danced the night away to the western swing 

PXVLF�RI�.HYLQ�%DQIRUG�DQG�WKH�%DNHUVÀHOG�%R\V�

At the end of the evening as friends parted ways and the guests made 

their way home, the mood was one of unity, passion and commitment 

to rangeland conservation. The group of guests, who at the beginning 

of the night ranged from friends to acquaintances and even strangers, 

walked away as a circle of people who support a common cause and 

ZDQW�WR�GR�DOO�WKH\�FDQ�WR�KHOS�SURWHFW�&DOLIRUQLD·V�ZRUNLQJ�UDQFKHV�� 
a legacy of trust.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
%<�'$1,(/�6,1721��&57�%2$5'�0(0%(5

In a world where families feud and disinte�
grate into factions, I feel so fortunate to 

have a place and life that holds my family 

together.  My grandfather, Jim Sinton, turns 

���WKLV�'HFHPEHU���1RW�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�FDQ�
VD\�WKDW��EXW�HYHQ�IHZHU�FDQ�VD\�WKDW�WKHLU����
year old grandfather preg tested cattle with 

them a few months ago.  

(YHQ�PRUH�UHFHQWO\�KH��P\�IDWKHU�6WHYH��RXU�ORQJWLPH�UDQFK�PDQDJHU�
John Arnold, and I took a drive around the ranch to survey the grass 

to determine whether there was enough left to support all of our cows.  

7KH�GD\�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�,·YH�HYHU�KDG���,W�ZDV�D�MRXUQH\�EDFN�LQ�
time as we passed by the remnants of homesteads, the generational 

hand built spring boxes, elk, deer, bobcats, 

wild turkeys, and a plethora of other wildlife.  

6WRULHV�DERXW�HDFK�SDUW�RI�WKH�ODQG�ÀOOHG�
WKH�GD\�DV�ZH�VZLWFK�EDFNHG�RXU�ZD\�XS�WR�
the very peak of the ranch, high above the 

(DVWHUQ�DUHDV�RI�&DOLIRUQLD·V�&HQWUDO�&RDVW�
DQG�6DQ�/XLV�2ELVSR�&RXQW\�

The trek across the ranch had one central purpose – conservation.  

1RW�MXVW�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�\HDU·V�JUDVV�DQG�WKH�FDWWOH�WKDW�ZLOO�

JUD]H�LW�XQWLO�WKH�UDLQV�EULQJ�IUHVK�JUHHQ�VSURXWV��EXW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�WKH�ZLOGOLIH�WKDW�DOVR�FDOO�RXU�UDQFK�KRPH���([FHSW�
for service in World War II, my grandfather has spent his entire life 

managing and protecting the land that we have been so blessed to 

RZQ���2XU�IDPLO\�KRSHV�WR�FRQYH\�D�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�HDVHPHQW�WR�WKH�
California Rangeland Trust in the future.  Recording a conservation 

HDVHPHQW�ZLOO�HQVXUH�WKDW�P\�JUDQGSDUHQW·V�JHQHUDWLRQ��SDUHQW·V�
JHQHUDWLRQ��0HJDQ�DQG�P\�JHQHUDWLRQ��DQG�QRZ�RXU�VRQ�&ROE\·V�
generation have the opportunity to live on the land and enjoy  

everything that it has to offer.

Conservation easements are one way to preserve the land and 

protect the ranching families that have responsibly managed this 

vital resource for centuries.  The Williamson Act, another protective 

measure, has come under duress 

lately.  The most recent issue of 

California Agriculture sheds light on 

the reality that many ranchers face; 

����RI�WKRVH�VXUYH\HG�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�
WKHLU�DQQXDO�SURÀW�ZDV�HTXDO�WR�RU�
less than their Williamson Act savings 

�&DOLIRUQLD�$JULFXOWXUH�SDJH������
2FWREHU�'HFHPEHU���������0DQ\�SHRSOH�VHH�UDQFKLQJ�DV�ELJ�PRQH\�
business, because of the vast amounts of land (nearly 22 million 

DFUHV�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��RZQHG�E\�WKHVH�UDQFKHUV��EXW�WKH�UHDOLW\�LV�MXVW�
WKH�RSSRVLWH���1HDUO\�����RI�UDQFKHUV�VXUYH\HG�LQ�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�
$JULFXOWXUH�DUWLFOH�VWDWHG�WKDW�UDQFK�SURÀWV�ZHUH�OHVV�WKDQ���������
a year.  It quickly becomes clear that protective measures such 

as the Williamson Act and conservation easements are vital to the 

protection of these lands. 

,Q������,�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�KLJK�VFKRRO��:KLOH�,�SRXUHG�WLPH�LQWR�
college applications and school, I recall seeing my dad pouring his 

KHDUW�DQG�VRXO�LQWR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�WDNH�P\�JUDQGIDWKHU·V�
dreams of ranching and rangeland conservation to a whole new 

level; a statewide level.  The California Rangeland Trust was born 

DQG�QRZ����\HDUV�ODWHU�PRUH�WKDQ�D�TXDUWHU�PLOOLRQ�DFUHV�KDYH�EHHQ�
protected.

At its core, the California Rangeland Trust is protecting what 

matters.  Whether you are interested in ranching heritage, clean 

water, habitat or plant species protection, or just the plain beauty 

RI�&DOLIRUQLD·V�RSHQ�VSDFHV�DQG�YLVWDV��WKH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW�KDV�D�
hand in protecting what matters to you.  There are plenty of ways 

WR�KHOS���*LYH�D�JLIW�WKDW�SURWHFWV�DQ�DFUH��RU�D�WKRXVDQG�DFUHV���
volunteer, or tell a friend about what the Rangeland Trust is doing.  

$V�D�QHZ�%RDUG�PHPEHU��,�DP�GRLQJ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV��EHFDXVH����
\HDUV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�FDQ·W�EH�ZURQJ�DQG�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�
Rangeland Trust is the way to get it done.

“Except for service in World War II, 
my grandather has spent his entire life 

managing and protecting the land  
that we have been so blessed to own.”

Jim, Steve and Daniel Sinton gathering cattle on their ranch.

An Event to Remember
$�:(67(51�$))$,5�����

Ensuring the Future
$�:(67(51�$))$,5�����

A V�WKH�ZDUP�VXPPHU�EUHH]H�VZHSW�DFURVV�WKH�EHDXWLIXO���'HHU�
Ranch, friends and supporters of the California Rangland Trust 

JDWKHUHG�IRU�RXU������$�:HVWHUQ�$IIDLU�  A private tour of the 

ranch headquarters kicked off the event. Guests then retreated to the 

newly restored red barn for the main festivities. Because of the generous 

donations and great support of those in attendance, we raised nearly 

��������LQ�WKH�WRWDO�DXFWLRQ��7KH�HYHQLQJ�FRQFOXGHG�ZLWK�OLYH�PXVLF��
dancing, and cocktails under strings of lights and stars. New friends and 

old left with a renewed fondness for the Rangeland Trust and the work 

they do to preserve western heritage for future generations. 

3+272�%<�.(//,�72/('2



CALIFORNIA RANGELAND TRUST      5       4       ANNUAL REPORT 2011-2012

ANNUAL REPORT 2011/2012

2011-2012  
Board of Directors

CHAIRMAN 

Scott Stone, Woodland

9,&(�&+$,50$1 

John Herlihy, Modesto

75($685(5 

'DQ�2·&RQQHOO��&ROXVD

6(&5(7$5< 

-XOLH�.LUE\��/RV�2OLYRV

,00(',$7(�3$67�&+$,50$1 

Steve McDonald, Sanger 

%2$5'�0(0%(56� 

Woody Barnes, Julian 

Mike Bennett, Ducor 

Jim Chance, Ballico 

Devere Dressler, Gardnerville, NV 

&OD\WRQ�.RRSPDQQ��6XQRO 

.��0DUN�1HOVRQ��:LOWRQ 

Jack Rice, Davis 

'DQLHO�6LQWRQ��6DQ�/XLV�2ELVSR 

Darrel Sweet, Livermore 

Darrell Wood, Vina

%2$5'�0(0%(5�(0(5,786 

Steve Sinton, Shandon

Staff
1LWD�9DLO��&KLHI�([HFXWLYH�2IÀFHU

0LFKDHO�'HOEDU��&KLHI�2SHUDWLQJ�2IÀFHU

Marshall Cook, Transaction Director

Andy Mills, Stewardship Director

Sahara Saude, Director of Development

$QQD�/LVD�*LDQQLQL��&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�'LUHFWRU

Jon Cartwright, Finance Manager

0HUHGLWK�.XSIHUPDQ��&RQVHUYDWLRQ�/DQG�6SHFLDOLVW

Nancy Lemos, Conservation Associate

Nancy Schaefer, Bay Area Program Manager

/HLJK�*HUHQ��([HFXWLYH�$VVLVWDQW

Our Organization:  
A Trusted History
7KH�&DOLIRUQLD�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW�LV�D�QRQ�SURÀW� 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRXQGHG�E\�D�JURXS�RI�LQQRYDWLYH� 
FDWWOHPHQ�DQG�FDWWOHZRPHQ�LQ�������WR�FRQVHUYH�WKH�
open space, natural habitat and stewardship provided 

E\�&DOLIRUQLD·V�UDQFKHV��:H�DUH�SOHDVHG�WR�KDYH�
KHOSHG�SHUPDQHQWO\�SURWHFW�RYHU���������DFUHV�RI�
SULYDWHO\�RZQHG�UDQJHODQG�LQ����FRXQWLHV�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��

We are equally proud of the trust we have established 

within the landowner community. From its inception, 

the Rangeland Trust has demonstrated that we share 

the same values important to ranching families. 

Additionally, we bring the ranching and environmental 

communities together to cultivate shared efforts to 

SURWHFW�RSHQ�VSDFH�DQG�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�OLIHVW\OH���2XU�
portfolio has an array of conservation solutions that 

have met the needs of the landowner community for 

QHDUO\����\HDUV�DQG�ZLOO�IRU�GHFDGHV�WR�FRPH�

Scott Stone and Nita Vail at “Gather in the City”  

celebration at the California Historical Museum

Dear Friends,  
 

1HDUO\����\HDUV�DJR�D�JURXS�RI�OLNH�PLQGHG�DQG�SURJUHVVLYH�
cattlemen sat down to ÀQG�VROXWLRQV� They took a moment 

to set aside their differences, to look past the way “it has 

always been,” and envisioned what a conservation solution 

would be like for their friends, neighbors and the entire 

ranching community in California. From that round table 

meeting, the California Rangeland Trust was born. 

6LQFH�WKDW�WLPH�PDQ\�\HDUV�DJR��ZH·YH�KHOG�WUXH�WR�WKH�VROXWLRQ�RULHQWHG�PLQGVHW�WKDW�ZDV� 
woven into our DNA by the ranchers who tamed these golden hills as California became a state. 

We are committed to working with ranching families to protect rangeland and working landscapes 

WKURXJKRXW�&DOLIRUQLD��7KLV�HQVXUHV�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH�ZLOO�KDYH�ODQG�WR�VXFFHVVIXOO\�JUD]H�OLYHVWRFN��
We are dedicated to conserving rangeland which results in a better quality of life for all Californians. 

While preserving these rangelands we also protect open landscapes, air and water quality, wildlife 

habitats and local food supplies. We have Western ethics. The ranchers who put their trust in 

the Rangeland Trust retain their private property rights and their future generations are free from 

GHYHORSPHQW�SUHVVXUHV��,W�LV�RXU�HWKLFV�WKDW�OHG�XV�WR�FRQVHUYH�PRUH�WKDQ���������DFUHV�RI�UDQJHODQG�
WR�GDWH�DQG�KDYH�D�OLVW�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�����IDPLOLHV�DQG�QHDUO\���������DFUHV�RI�UDQJHODQG�ZDLWLQJ�WR�EH�
forever protected. We work hard�WR�KHOS�UDQFKLQJ�IDPLOLHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�6WDWH��2XU�GHGLFDWHG�%RDUG�
of Directors, all of whom are ranchers themselves, give our talented staff guidance through all of our 

conservation efforts.

,Q�WKH�����������ÀVFDO�\HDU�ZH�KHOSHG�WR�FRQVHUYH�PRUH�WKDQ��������PRUH�DFUHV�RI�UDQJHODQG�
throughout the State that will remain in ranching forever for future generations to enjoy. These 

UDQFKHV��ZKLFK�DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�VL[�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWLHV��DUH�SULPH�H[DPSOHV�RI�VROXWLRQ�RULHQWHG�
conservation. Four of the conservation easements transferred from, or completed in partnership with, 

WKH�$PHULFDQ�/DQG�&RQVHUYDQF\�WR�WKH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW�DQG�DUH�VKLQLQJ�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�&DOLIRUQLD·V�
land trust community works together to preserve open spaces cherished by all Californians.

We are passionate about our ranching heritage. Please join us to protect what matters. 

   Scott Stone   Nita Vail 
  � &KDLUPDQ� � � &KLHI�([HFXWLYH�2IÀFHU

ANNUAL REPORT 2011/2012

Koopmann family gathers cattle around a pond on their ranch
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Conservation Update

JS Ranch 
Shasta County

Old San Simeon Village 
6DQ�/XLV�2ELVSR�&RXQW\

Oakvale Ranch 
Mariposa County

JCR-EAST Ranch 
Merced County

Goodwin Sierra Valley  
Plumas County

Payne Ranch 
Colusa County
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Thank you  
for your support

Cowboy Island 
In support of the Vail & Vickers families, more 

WKDQ�����SHRSOH�DWWHQGHG�WKH�ÀQDO�&RZER\�,VODQG�
event. It was a tremendous tribute to the passing 

of a legacy. This was truly a once in a lifetime 

opportunity for all who attended.

Cowboy Breakfast
Will Durst joined Rangeland Trust supporters for 

D�VROG�RXW�EUHDNIDVW�DW�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�&DWWOHPHQ·V�
$VVRFLDWLRQ��&&$��$QQXDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�� 
The humorous presentation was enjoyed by all.

Cow Palace
We helped put the “Cow Back in Cow 

Palace,” as a partner of the Grand 

National Rodeo. With the help of CCA 

and the California Beef Council, we 

promoted the importance of ranching 

and shared our message with 

thousands of fans.
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T KH�&DOLIRUQLD�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW�LV�D�QHZ�QRQSURÀW�SDUWQHU�RI����IRU�WKH�3ODQHW��DQ�DOOLDQFH�RI�RYHU�������
PHPEHU�FRPSDQLHV�LQ����FRXQWULHV�WKDW�JLYH�RQH�SHUFHQW�RI�UHYHQXHV�WR�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FDXVHV�ZRUOGZLGH��
7KH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW�LV�QRZ�HOLJLEOH�WR�UHFHLYH�GRQDWLRQV�IURP����PHPEHU�FRPSDQLHV��SODFLQJ�WKH�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DPRQJ�D�GLYHUVH��JOREDO�QHWZRUN�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV������PHPEHU�EXVLQHVVHV�IXHO�WKLV�
QRQ�SURÀW�QHWZRUN�WKURXJK�WKHLU�DQQXDO�FRQWULEXWLRQV��ZKLFK�WRWDOHG�RYHU�����PLOOLRQ�LQ��������3DUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK����RSHQV�WKH�GRRU�WR�D�QHZ�
SRWHQWLDO�SRRO�RI�IXQGLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�5DQJHODQG�7UXVW·V�ZRUN���2YHU�������QRQ�SURÀWV�ZRUOGZLGH�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH����QHWZRUN��DQG�RYHU�
�����PLOOLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�IXQQHOHG�WR�LWV�QRQSURÀW�SDUWQHUV�WR�GDWH���$FFRUGLQJ�WR����IRU�WKH�3ODQHW�IRXQGHU�<YRQ�&KRXLQDUG��´7KH�LQWHQW�RI����IRU�
WKH�3ODQHW�LV�WR�KHOS�IXQG�WKHVH�GLYHUVH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VR�WKDW�FROOHFWLYHO\�WKH\�FDQ�EH�D�PRUH�SRZHUIXO�IRUFH�LQ�VROYLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG·V�
SUREOHPV�µ��6WDUWHG�LQ������E\�<YRQ�&KRXLQDUG��IRXQGHU�DQG�RZQHU�RI�3DWDJRQLD��DQG�&UDLJ�0DWKHZV��RZQHU�RI�%OXH�5LEERQ�)OLHV�����IRU�WKH�
3ODQHW�LV�D�JURZLQJ�JOREDO�PRYHPHQW��(DFK�GD\��PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�QHZ�EXVLQHVV�MRLQV����IRU�WKH�3ODQHW��$V�D�QHWZRUN��WKH����FRPPXQLW\�KDV�
become a frontrunner in funding the work of environmental groups around the world.

JULY 1, 2012 - APRIL 20, 2013 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORTCONSERVATION CORNER

A V�%DUEDUD�3RWWHU�IDFHG�OXQJ�FDQFHU�DW�DJH�����VKH�EHFDPH�
determined to ensure the ranch she loved and on which she 

ZRUNHG�FDWWOH�IRU����\HDUV�ZDV�FRQVHUYHG���6KH�GLHG�EHIRUH�
KHU�ZLVK�ZDV�UHDOL]HG��EXW�WKDQNV�WR�D�XQLTXH�SDUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
her longtime friend and the California Rangeland Trust, her wish was 

IXOÀOOHG�LQ�$SULO��WKUHH�\HDUV�DIWHU�VKH�SDVVHG�DZD\��

3RWWHU�5DQFK��D�����DFUH�SURSHUW\�ORFDWHG�LQ�&OHPHQWV�LQ�6DQ�-RDTXLQ�
County, will remain in agriculture forever. The ranch was donated to 

the Rangeland Trust in April, permanently protecting the beautiful 

SDVWXUHV�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�KDELWDW�WKDW�3RWWHU�ORYHG��7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
will ensure it will never be legally subdivided and will continue as a 

working cattle ranch. Currently, the ranch is leased to a local rancher.

Potter intended the ranch to remain working land. “She wanted the 

land and its views to be valued and for it to continue to inspire so 

PDQ\�SHRSOH�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�µ�VDLG�3RWWHU·V�GHDU�IULHQG��)UDQFLV�&DUWHU��
who helped California Rangeland Trust carry out her wishes. “Barbara 

NQHZ�WKDW��GRQDWLQJ�LW�WR�WKH�7UXVW��ZDV�WKH�ZD\�WR�NHHS�WKH�ODQG�WKH�
ZD\�LW·V�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�µ

The donation of the Potter Ranch was not without its challenges. 

California Rangeland Trust staff began working with Ms. Potter to 

conserve the property while she was alive. After she died in May of 

������WKH\�IRXQG�D�OLHQ�IRU�RXWVWDQGLQJ�PHGLFDO�ELOOV�KDG�EHHQ�SODFHG�
on the property by Lodi Memorial Hospital. 

&RPPLWWHG�WR�IXOÀOOLQJ�3RWWHU·V�ZLVKHV��VWDII�PHPEHUV�DW�WKH�5DQJHODQG�
Trust were able to secure a low interest loan from a generous 

supporter to pay off the lien. The next hurdle was ensuring that the 

SURSHUW\�PHW�DOO�HQYLURQPHQWDO�VWDQGDUGV���2QFH�WKLV�DVVXUDQFH�ZDV�
achieved, the donation was completed.

A schoolteacher, Potter retired early to pursue her lifelong love of 

UDQFKLQJ�DQG�KRUVHV��6KH�SXUFKDVHG�WKH�UDQFK�LQ������DQG�EXLOW�D�
ZRUNLQJ�FDWWOH�RSHUDWLRQ�WKDW�VKH�UDQ�IRU�DOPRVW����\HDUV��:LWK�DQ�
LQGHSHQGHQW�VSLULW��0V��3RWWHU�VLQJOH�KDQGHGO\�EXLOW�WKH�KRPH�ZKHUH�
she and Carter lived. 

“Barbara loved the land, the animals and everything that was on it,” 

VDLG�&DUWHU�������´6KH�ZDQWHG�WR�SUHVHUYH�DOO�RI�QDWXUH·V�ZRQGHUIXO�
scenery and uses. Conserving this ranch was the only thing that would 

have pleased her.”

3RWWHU·V�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR�NHHS�KHU�ZRUNLQJ�UDQFK�LQWDFW�HPERGLHV�
the mission of the California Rangeland Trust to conserve open 

landscapes, wildlife habitat, clean air and water, local food supplies 

DQG�&DOLIRUQLD·V�UDQFKLQJ�KHULWDJH��

“Ms. Potter was a pioneering cattlewoman who loved and valued her 

land. She trusted the Rangeland Trust and trusted Francis to ensure 

KHU�ODQG�UHPDLQHG�D�ZRUNLQJ�FDWWOH�UDQFK�µ�VDLG�1LWD�9DLO��&(2�RI�WKH�
Rangeland Trust. “It is a great honor to protect this ranch that was the 

SURGXFW�RI�0V��3RWWHU·V�GHHS�ORYH�DQG�KDUG�ZRUN�µ

POTTER RANCH / PHOTO by HAL GEREN

Fulfilling the Dying Wish  
of a Long-Time Rancher
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