


A NOTE FROM NITA & SCOTT

Dear Friends,  
 
Nearly 15 years ago a group of like-minded 
and progressive cattlemen sat down to find 
solutions. They took a moment to set aside 
their differences, to look past the way “it has 
always been,” and envisioned what a 
conservation solution would like for their 
friends, neighbors and the entire ranching 
community in California. From that round 
table meeting, the California Rangeland 
Trust was born. 

Since that time many years ago, we’ve held 
true to the solution oriented mindset that  
was woven into our DNA by the ranchers 
who tamed these golden hills as California became a state. We are committed to working with ranching 
families to protect rangeland and working landscapes throughout California. This ensures generations to 
come wilil have land to successfully graze livestock. We are dedicated to conserving rangeland which 
results in a better quality of life for all Californians. While preserving these rangelands we also protect 
open landscapes, air and water quality, wildlife habitats and local food supplies. We have Western ethics. 
The ranchers who put their trust in the Rangeland Trust retain their private property rights and their future 
generations are free from development pressures. It is our ethics that led us to conserve more than 275,000 
acres of rangeland to date and have a list of more than 100 families and nearly 500,000 acres of rangeland 
waiting to be forever protected. We work hard to help ranching families throughout the state. Our dedicated 
Board of Directors, all of whom are ranchers themselves, give our talented staff guidance through all of our 
conservation efforts.

In the 2011-2012 fiscal year we helped to conserve more than 17,000 more acres of rangeland throughout the 
state that will remain in ranching forever for future generations to enjoy. These ranches, which are located 
in six different counties, are prime examples of solution-oriented conservation. Four of the conservation 
easements transferred from, or completed in partnership with, the American Land Conservancy to the 
Rangeland Trust and are shining examples of how California’s land trust community works together to 
preserve open spaces cherished by all Californians.

We are passionate about our ranching heritage. Will you join us to protect what matters? 
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2011-2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

CHAIRMAN 
Scott Stone, Woodland

VICE CHAIRMAN 
John Herlihy, Modesto

TREASURER 
Dan O’Connell, Colusa

SECRETARY 
Julie Kirby, Los Olivos

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRMAN 
Steve McDonald, Sanger  

 
BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS 

Steve Sinton, Shandon

BOARD MEMBERS  
Woody Barnes, Julian
Mike Bennett, Ducor 
Jim Chance, Ballico 

Devere Dressler, Gardnerville, NV
Clayton Koopmann, Sunol

K. Mark Nelson, Wilton 
Jack Rice, Davis

Daniel Sinton, San Luis Obispo
Darrel Sweet, Livermore 

Darrell Wood, Vina

RANGELAND TRUST STAFF

Nita Vail, Chief Executive Officer
Michael Delbar, Chief Operating Officer 

Marshall Cook, Transaction Director 
Andy Mills, Stewardship Director 

Sahara Saude, Director of Development  
Anna-Lisa Giannini, Communications Director

Jon Cartwright, Finance Manager 
Meredith Kupferman, Conservation Land Specialist 

Nancy Lemos, Conservation Associate
Nancy Schafer, Bay Area Program Manager

Leigh Geren, Executive Administrative Assistant

A TRUSTED HISTORY

The California Rangeland Trust is a non-profit 
organization founded by a group of innovative cattlemen 
and cattlewomen in 1998, to conserve the open space, 
natural habitat and stewardship provided by California’s 
ranches. We are pleased to have helped permanently 
protect over 255,000 acres of privately-owned 
rangeland in 25 counties in California.  

We are equally proud of the trust we have established 
within the landowner community. From its inception, the 
Rangeland Trust has demonstrated that we share the 
same values important to ranching families. Additionally, 
we bring the ranching and environmental communities 
together to cultivate shared efforts to protect open 
space and the western lifestyle.  Our portfolio has an 
array of conservation solutions that 
have met the needs of the landowner 
community for nearly 15 years and 
decades to come.
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CONSERVATION

JS RANCH 
Shasta County

Sed expererum ut quibercipici ut venet 

voles eture acerum nietus eos doluptat.

Ibusam id quatur repedit vitius audiscidero 

quo esendan daerem fuga. Nam, saerspe 

reperes tisquiat.

OLD SAN SIMEON VILLAGE 
San Luis Obispo County

Um ellorpos elis nem laceperro blaceat la-

tur? Ipit, quatem quata sinctur, con poris esti 

sum volupti beruptaecus.

Ur, consequ ibusandi dem voluptatet am

OAKVALE RANCH 
Mariposa County

Itat que vel explaborem. Et ate sequia si 

nonsequamus eiciatem as dication porercima 

core pos quam voluptat rescipid que est, nia 

vel eati dolut es dolescilique dipsum quide 

nonsed moluptur, int, consed quibea sendige-

nis exernatas sumquat istius.
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JCR-EAST RANCH 
Mereced County

Gitas ea cor sam faccae aut est ulluptat 

laut vene nimagnatum ute eossitia volor 

ad ut aut velendipsape magnat aped que 

verunderibus asperib usament esedi-

ciame verum que voluptatur? Qui cum 

reprovit, ameturia est et aliam fugit inciis

GOODWIN SIERRA VALLEY  
Plumas County

Orat occatiat fugit, consequat expliqu 

iandae pores eius alis et laborero blabore-

rum consequam hit, nimpor aspiet quiatur 

sumqui vel idescidendis re, amus coraepe 

reperrovit, opti cum eossus volore diciet 

licate conetur? Henim inciet ius dolorectur

PAYNE RANCH 
Colusa County

Quiae pos ea et il int perspicate voluptat 

ipsusandae raeptibus aut eturemq uosandis 

simpor minus sunt quae. Bis maio. Fugitio re-

rcius magnihi lluptat alignitiost, qui volorendi 

ulluptatia il incti dipitas et de peresequunto 

tecest ex excerferum veligen disseditias r
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

COWBOY ISLAND  
In support of the Vail & Vickers families, 
more than 200 people  attended the final 

Cowboy Island event. It was a tremendous 
tribiute to the passing of a legacy. This was 
truly a once in a lifetime opportunity for all 

who attended.

COWBOY BREAKFAST 
Will Durst joined Rangeland Trust 

supporters for a sold out breakfast at the 
California Cattlemens Association (CCA) 

Annual Convention. The humorous 
presentation was enjoyed by all.

 

COW PALACE 
We helped put the “Cow Back in Cow 

Palace,” as a partner of the Grand National 
Rodeo. With the help of CCA and the 

California Beef Council, we promoted the 
importance of ranching and shared our 

message with thousands of fans.

  *The 2012 A Western Affair was held in Septem-
ber at the historic Hearst Ranch Old San Simeon 
Village. It was a huge success and tons of fun!
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POLICY BRIEFINGS

Policy Outreach to Elected Officials Staff was very involved in policy outreach this year, 
which pays off in many direct and indirect ways.  In July 2011, we participated in a CCA bus tour of the 
San Joaquin Valley with state legislators and staff.  Ranches, easements, and an auction yard were 
on the itinerary and we were able to build new relationships with these elected leaders.  In March, 
we participated in the Ag Day activities at the Capitol, with legislative visits and the CCA breakfast.  
Directors Rice, Sweet, Dressler, and Chairman Stone all shared Rangeland Trust’s thoughts and 
positions on myriad legislative issues.

State Legislation  It was a busy year for legislators in the Capitol as they considered a number of 
bills that impact our business model and the ranchers we serve.  With the leadership of the California 
Council of Land Trusts, SB 436 (Kehoe) was passed without a single ‘no’ vote and was signed by the 
Governor!  Unfortunately, apparently no one told the Department of Fish and Game (DFG), as they 
refused to honor the intent of the legislation.  The law sought to correct a DFG policy that prohibited 
those who hold conservation easements for mitigation purposes from also holding the associated 
endowments.  Given this mind-boggling stance by DFG, a “clean-up” bill was introduced that will address 
the next round for DFG concerns.  SB 1094 (Kehoe) was also pushed through the Legislature and is 
currently on the Governor’s desk for signature.  We expect that signature any day.  When all said and 
done, this legislation will allow Rangeland Trust to be the go-to organization for mitigation conservation 
easements on working ranches in California.

CCA Fall and Spring Tours  Rangeland Trust directors and staff have been participants in the 
CCA spring and fall tours, outreaching to the CCA membership and providing accurate information 
regarding the mission and operation of the organization.

Leadership through PORT  Rangeland Trust staff, PORT president Darrell Wood and Rangeland 
Trust Chairman Scott Stone have been very active in working to strengthen the invaluable partnership 
that exists between seven western states’ rangeland trusts.  PORT has worked to develop a detailed 
policy document for the 2012 Farm Bill and the renewal of the Conservation Tax Incentive.  This 
document has been circulated to the Congressional delegations of the PORT member states as well as 
to other key Congressional members and staff.

Cooperative Partnerships/Building Alliances  Rangeland Trust staff have been active 
participants in several partnerships, working to build strategic alliances and promote the mission and 
goals of the organization.  Staff has been active in the California Rangeland Conservation Coalition, 
the SNC’s ‘Kitchen Cabinet’, CCLT’s board of directors and policy committee, Delta Suisun Marsh Land 
Conservation Working Group, and the Partnership of Rangeland Trusts (PORT) board of directors and 
committees.

Death and Taxes  Staff continued to work with our partners and alliances to help maintain the  
reductions to the federal estate tax and to renew the extension of the federal tax incentive for the 
donation of a conservation easement.  The reduced estate tax is slated to expire at the end of 2012, 
while the tax incentive expired at the end of 2011.  We are continuing to work to educate policy makers 
and members of the public as to the seriously detrimental impact it has on the family ranch.   While the 
execution of the Death Tax is our ultimate goal, we also recognize political realities and hope to keep the 
tax rate as low as possible.
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FUND DEVELOPMENT

WORKING TOGETHER

Panorama Grass-Fed Meats and the California Rangeland Trust formed a unique partnership in 2009 
to support conserving California’s valuable rangeland.The company donates a portion of its monthly 
proceeds to support the Rangeland Trust’s efforts to protect rangeland and ranching. The partnership 
includes a marketing endorsement, where Panorama Meats brochures are distributed to current and 
potential customers and include an insert about Rangeland Trust.  
 
This year we renewed our agreement with Panoram Meats. Darrell Wood, president 
of Panorama Meats, California Rangeland Trust director, and one of Panorama’s 
founding ranchers said, “Our ranchers not only raise cattle, they are stewards of 
the land. We’ve experienced first-hand the important contribution that California 
Rangeland Trust has made in California. That’s why we wanted to do something that actively supports 
its ongoing conservation efforts.” We are thankful for great partners like Panorama Grass-Fed Meats.
 

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN

Occati sitaturem nis sinciati venestis aut dissin cus, vendipsant, tenimus exero con prestis volorecta 
estemperum ressus mos quati ipsant optatum re ime nihiciet moloreium senda id qui omnis non cum 
quo blabo. Itam dolorro doloribus et omnis parum demolor alisciendunt volliquia suntium facerum vel 
eatat earchil lesequae nis et laciendit faccullumqui omnimaio conseribus, sum inctur sunt, conessi coris 
elestota volutenturem conet molum delis nonsequi as velique pe non nus rem faccabo. Tota nosaper 
fernam vitia doloruptate aut as ventinusciet lanimus earuntur?
Magnisse cum fugiamus et, qui unt aut asperum anditi te voluptu mquaepratem velitio eturem ilit inctur, 
quam imo eium re simendu cilliquid mo quideliquo inciis milia sum ium volore illorpos exereic iaspeles-
ciae natur? Quiate prepre nobitaturia voluptat estio. Itasper chillab orerit quis as qui torro molupta sand-
est iaeperionet, sit et, sinciam rehenti aspiendis sequam int.
Nis et esciendis ut volorepudae volectate voluptatur, sum etur? Dae. Ero vendignis et des dolor molest 
essi conseni optat labo. Nem soluptae. Ut ulla prerepu dandit aut voloreium fugiat et atiati to vendit, 
officipsant ad mi, aut as di restem cum si offici dolorerum facest, ulparitibea doluptaque que laborero 
tem. Doluptatem fuga. Hendae qui sequi imus nonsequi dolupta tendae re pa init, quistiam, nectatias 
de omnihilis dis res intur mod modionet et in repelitius sundaeri nulpa dusdant.
Ita doluptatum et eosant illaborepudi omnia velitior autem alitat dem. Ugit maxim conecta ssimi, sanda 
is sum quo volore, sum sae solore que in renias coneceri acestibus vit, omnit, quas quia commodignam 
conestrum voluptis eostio eos sollupt atemporiam autatem facerum sundipsae nulpa dolo qui coritatius 
doluptatiis a num quunt et aut venim faccaeped experro etur sint que plitius apicaerum quamet rem
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Leo and Carolyn Acquistapace
Jim and Nancy Aitkenhead
Ray and Jeff Alger
Linda Alstead
David and Lyn Anderson
Mary Hayden and David Anderson
Ronald and Bonnie Andre
Meg Andrews
Brian Andrews
Robert and Margaret Andrews
Kirk Andrews
Bob and Linda Attiyeh
Russell Austin
Avenales Sportsmen’s Club
Judy Avery
John and Taffy Balch
Woody and Jane Barnes
Herb and Mareva Barthels
Mike Beam
King Bechtel
Jon Bechtel
S.D. Bechtel Jr. Foundation
Beltane Ranch
Sue Benech-Field
Mike and Martia Bennett
Peter Bennett
Elissa Bishop
Karen Blumenshine
Gail Bohlander
Buz Bonsall
Joan Bradshaw
John and Brandy Branquinho
Claire and Sandy Bredin
Tony Brown
Jonathan Brown
Lance and Judi Brown
Charlie and Patsy Cappel
Andy and Kathi Carlson
Lee and Julia Carr
Jon Cartwright
Anne Carty 
Edward Carty
Kelly Cash
Wayne and Mindy Cecchettini
Steve and Margaret Cegelski
CFC Norcal
Mark Chaconas
Sarah Chamberlin and Benjamin Bottoms
Jim and Judy Chance
Jeff and Ginger Chance
Bill and Carol Chandler
James Clark
Pete and Elena Clark
Tom and Kathy Cleary
Anne Coates

Hal and Mary Coffin
Jack and Shannon Collison
Mark and Kathy Connolly
Darell Corti
Graham and Gloria Cottrell
Harold Crawford and Kathy Ward
Phil Hall and Nancy Crawford-Hall
Michael and Peggy Crowley
Marla Daily and Kirk Connelly
Paul and Muffy Deats
Rick and Kerry DeBenedetti
Michael and Katie Delbar
Morris and Marlene Dennis
Jerry and Susan Diefenderfer
Judith Dietenhofer
Daniel and Pamela Doiron
Seth Doulton
Christina Batt and Bob Doyle
Devere Dressler
Ogden Driskill
Glenn and Margaret Drown
Elizabeth Bixby Janeway Foundation
Stuart Epstein
Rachel Evans
Robert Fahey
Farm Credit West
Michael Feeney
Gary and Darlene Felsman
Justin and Arleah Fields
Bridget Fithian
Walter Fitzhugh and Joy Fitzhugh
Jack and Janie Flammer
Bert and Candee Forbes
Daniel and Donna Forster
David and Patria Forster
Jed Freitas
LeeAnne French
Judith Friend
John and MaryAnn Frye
G.A. Sturtevant No. 1, Inc.
Allen Gaines
Russell Galipeau
Tom Galli
Carole Getty
Joseph and Karen Gibbs
Anthony and Laurel Gilbert
William and Gail Giorgi
Jim and Kathy Glines
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
George and Barbara Goodwin
Mary Gorden
Les and Susie Graulich
Erik and Sandy Gregersen
Audrey Griffin
Jim and Linda Grimm

Randall Grinberg
Brad Guske
Ynez Haase
Gregg Hackethal
Roger Haley
August Harden
Luke and Jenny Hardin   
Bruce and Anne Hart
Sue Hart and Tony Valdez
Coburn Haskell
Pete and Karen Healey
Sue and George R. Hearst Jr.
Michael and Phyllis Hennigan
R. Jeffrey and Debby Herten
Doug and Sue Herthel
Robert Hesseltine
Jim and Tracy Hill
Jim Hilliard
Diane Holcomb
Lance and Kerri Hopkins
Preston and Maurine Hotchkis
Clifford and Sherry Howe
Jeremy and Alison Hughes
Gary and Pam Hughes
James and Shirley Hurley
Eric Hvolboll
Elizabeth Hvolboll
The James Irvine Foundation
Robert and Sally Isaacson
Holly Isaacson
Bill Isaacson
Masami Ishida
Mrs. Jaeger
Karen and Jim Jelks
Si and Karen Jenkins
Josiah Jenkins
Eric and Donna Johanson
Bert and Gretchen Johnson
Gary and Wanda Johnson
Andrea Jones
Denise Keck
Dale Kern
Kevin and June Kester
John S. Kiewit Memorial Foundation
Gerard and Kathleen Kilgallon
Kim and Teresa Kimbell
Charles King
Bill and Saundra King
Steven and Julie Kirby
Hollister and Brace Kirby
Lynn Kirst and Lynn Matteson
Richard and Sharon Kline
Don and Bev Klingborg
Joseph and Penny Knowles
Doug Knudson

July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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We have made every effort to be accurate with this 
listing. If there are errors or omissions, please accept 
our sincere apologies and contact Sahara Saude at 
916-444-2096 so that we may correct our records.

Tim and Melinda Koopmann
Cari Koopmann
Larry and Nancy Kueter
Meredith and Steve Kupferman
Arthur Lacerte
John and Dee Lacey
Bob and Norma Lagomarsino
Ken and Julie LaGrande
Annie Lambert
The Land Trust for Santa Barbara
    County
Land Trust Of Napa County
Chris Larson
Mark Peters and Michele Lasgoity
Mitch and Rosemary Lasgoity
Joy Law
Rick and Leigh Layman
Mike Lemos
Kenneth Lewis
Bob and Susie Lilley
Mike Little
Susan Lyon
Paul Maag
Daniel and Susan Macaulay
Tony and Cindy Maddalena
Marin Agricultural Land Trust
Steven and Mary Mandel
Bob and Betsy Manger
Kent and Lori Marshall
Nick and Judy Martin
Donald and Loretta Martin
Kearney and Leslie Martins
Joseph Massolo
Phillip and Shayleen Mastagni
Michael and Linda McCurdy
Steve and Michelle McDonald
Billy and Aileen McDonald
Tom and Judy McFerson
Thomas and Brianne McGrath
Nick McIntosh
Laura Mercier
Jerry and Paula Merrell
Jim Merrill
Polly Miles
Warren and Vel Miller
Geof and Cathy Miller
Warren and Marlene Miller
Andy and Candy Mills
Leonard Monaco
Monsanto Company
Melissa Moore
Anita Moran Slicton and Mary Ann 
     Moran
Marty and Pat Morehart
Mullen & Henzell LLP
Sandra Naftzger
Arthur and Barbara Najera

Mark and Abbie Nelson
Mark and JoAnn Nickerson
Robert Nielsen
Hayes and Patricia Noel
Cindy Norlin
Robert and Jill Nuccio
Dan and Barbara O’Connell
Kevin O’Day
Doug and Diane Off
Brian and Debbie O’Hearn
Kevin and Donica O’Laughlin
Joe and Alice Olla
Stephen and Kay Onderdonk
Jim Orradre
Panorama Meats, Inc.
Roy and Roberta Parsons
Alfred and Clara Patane
Sam and Pamela Payen
Jon and Lindy Pedotti
Charles and Anne Perkins
BJ Petersen
Steve and Liz Peterson
Susan Petrovich
Edwin Phillips
Jim and Marianne Poett
Adrianna Pope Sullivan and
    Patricia Pope
Patrick and Ginger Povah
Sandy and Heloise Power
Linda Prentiss
Peggy Wiley and Wilson Quarre
Kent Reeves
Walter Reinhardt
Todd Renfrew
Fred Reyes
Bill and Kristin Reynolds
Jack and Anne Rice
Robert Rickard
Rocco and Kathy Roberts
Vivian Robertson
Kathleen Robidart
Richard and Evelyne Rominger
Anne Rudolph
Geoff and Alison Rusack
Hubbard Russell
Orrin and Cindy Sage
John Saladino
San Joaquin-Stanislaus
    Cattlemen’s Association
Karla Sanchez
Manfred and Jean Sander
Santa Barbara Foundation
Santa Cruz Island Foundation 
Owen and Lily Schafer
Carson, Sherry and Lauren Scheller
Jessica Schley
Randy and Shirley Schnabel

Gail Schoettler
Cynthia Schwabacher-Jamplis
Pat and Teri Shannon
Kemper and JoAnne Shaw
Frank and Holly Sierra
Pete Silacci
Michele Clark and Paul Simmons
Joaquin and Julie Simons
Paul Singer and Susan Jensen
Jim and Norma Sinton
Steve and Jane Sinton
Jack and Laurie Sinton
Paul and Cathie Slavik
Smart Family Foundation Inc.
Harvey Sorensen and Maud C.
    Sorensen Foundation
Claudia Smith Hill
Jack and Bev Sparrowk
Veda Stead
John Stechman
Ted Steiger
Don Stevens
Scott and Karen Stone
Owen Strange
Darrel and Karen Sweet
Tejon Ranch Conservancy
Richard and Katherine Thornburgh
Bill and Peggy Sue Tilden
Sandra Tomasini
Edward Torres
Stephen Townley
James and Pam Townsend
Union Bank
Tony and Julie Urquidez
Mary Vail
Nita Vail
Tim and Jane Vail
Jerry and Andrea Varanini
Jack and Zera Varian
Veronique Gillard and Wolf Weber
Lindsay Weston
John and Eleanor Wickenden
Marden and Kendra Wilber
John and Janet Wilczak
Jeff Williams
Jeffrey Woeste
Dennis and JoEllen Wood
Donald Wood
Darrell and Callie Wood
Margie Woolley
Will Wooley and Darian Buckles
Carla Young
Neil and Karla Zuehlke
Reina Zuliani
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