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Left to Right: Steve Sinton, Nita Vail, John Douglas, Steve McDonald and George R. 
Hearst at Deer Valley Ranch, Monterey County, Calif.

A Year to hang our hats on 

Dear Friends,  
 
When we embarked on this adventure we sought one goal; to keep 
ranchers ranching and in turn, protect what matters. 2011 was 
a year filled with opportunities, challenges and accomplishment. 
We’re proud to say that we’ve held true to our mission; preserving 
our Golden State’s rangelands, open landscapes, air and water 
quality, wildlife and local food supplies.  
 
We’re securing a bright future for rangeland conservation.   
Notably, after receiving our most generous donation to date, we 
are proud to say that the work we are doing now will help children 
learn more about the environment and the value of our rangeland. 
In 2010 we received the donation of the 12,500-acre Deer Valley 
Ranch, owned by Stan Avery. In 2011 the ranch was sold with a 
conservation easement held by the California Rangeland Trust. 
The property—which is home to wildlife such as Tule elk, blacktail deer, bobcat, mountain lion, San Joaquin kit fox, 
migratory songbirds, California quail, a wide variety of hawks, and golden eagles—is now held by a conservation 
buyer who plans to enhance the ranch for wildlife and grazing, and use the land as a camp for young people to learn 
about the outdoors and our rural environment. 
Stan Avery was part of a distinguished group of conservationists and Deer Valley Ranch was a gathering place for 
leaders. It is a symbol of the modern responsible West. We take great pride in the Avery family’s trust in us to help 
further Stan Avery’s vision by working with the new landowner to inspire generations of conservationists to come.
In 2011, we closed nine other projects and protected more than 42,000 acres. That’s something to hang our hats on! 
Beyond transactions, we’ve faced challenging legislative proposals, held wildly successful events and after months of 
intense work, received our Land Trust Alliance accreditation. 
 
We’re protecting clean air and water. One example is the Goodwin Red Clover Ranch in Plumas County. A con-
servation easement was placed on 3,900 acres forever securing the family’s legacy and clean water for millions of 
Californians. The Goodwin ranch sits in the Feather River watershed, and according to the Feather River Coordinated 
Resource Management Group, supplies 25 percent of the water to the State Water Project, serving 20 million down-
stream water users.  
 
We’re preserving wildlife habitats. On the Aqua Fria Ranch in Merced County, a conservation easement will ensure 
a home for several federally listed endangered species. The dry grassland landscape is home to wildlife including the 
San Joaquin kit fox, burrowing owl and Golden Eagles. When an easement was placed on the 287-acre property, the 
Rangeland Trust protected the habitat of some of California’s most loved wildlife species.  
 



While we are not a lobbying organization, we stand our ground in the 
policy arena. While one of the most successful agriculture land conserva-
tion programs ever, the Williamson Act, was on its death bed, most of the 
legislative session it survived. Our staff worked with a coalition of agriculture, 
conservation, environmental, and land owner groups to pass AB 1265, which 
reinstated the Williamson Act program. 
 
We’ve worked to preserve estate tax exemptions. Working with our  
partners and alliances, we sought to aid the reduction of the federal estate  
tax and an extension of the federal tax incentive for the donation of a conser-
vation easement. In addition, we made two trips to the White House this year 
as part of the President’s Great American Outdoors Initiative. It was an honor 
to be one of very few ranching organizations involved in this process. While 
working landscapes were recognized in the initiative, there is still more work 
to do to ensure voluntary rangeland conservation efforts are fully supported in 
Washington. 
 
We hosted a long list of successful events. Last year was a landmark  
year when it comes to event success. We hosted our inaugural “Talk and 
Ride” event at which guests, press representatives and Assembly Member 
Fiona Ma learned about the value of conservation easements in an  
urbanized area. Hosted on the Koopmann Ranch in Sunol, this horseback 
ride and ranch tour was a turning point for our increasing outreach efforts. 
We also held another Cowboy Island event, a Cowboy Breakfast at the CRT/
CCA Annual Meeting, and another successful A Western Affair. In addition, 
we partnered with Seth Doulton, the Cow Palace, CCA and the Beef Council, 
to promote rangeland conservation and beef consumption during the 2010 
Grand National Rodeo and Livestock Show. A video showcasing rangeland 
conservation was presented prior to the performance each night. 
 
We received our Land Trust Alliance accreditation. It took many hours of intense efforts in completing the ex-
tensive application for this achievement, so when we heard the news of our accreditation in December of 2010 we 
were thrilled. As one of only 158 accredited land trusts throughout the United States, we are able to display a seal 
that indicates we meet national standards of excellence. This status is crucial in demonstrating to land owners, 
funding agencies, the donor community and others that we operate within the strictest of organizational and fiscal 
standards.  
 
Looking ahead. Even with all of our diligence and hours of hard work this year, the road ahead is long. Currently 
nearly half a million acres privately owned by 120 ranching families are waiting for funding so we can protect their 
land and legacy. With your help we can continue to protect what matters and ensure the next generation can have 
the benefit of California’s rangelands.  
 
We are excited about what the future holds for our organization and the ranching community. Together we can 
make our future as successful as our past. Will you join us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 Scott Stone 				                Nita Vail 

                                                 Board Chairman				C    hief Executive Officer	

 California Rangeland Trust was born 
in 1998 from a table discussion of in-
novative cattlemen and cattlewomen 
who understood the need for a land 
trust that values the work and 
heritage of California ranchers. 
Since that time, the Rangeland 
Trust has grown rapidly to meet the 
demand of ranchers who need to 
conserve their working lands. In our 
history, more than 236,000 acres 
have been protected by Rangeland 
Trust, and nearly 500,000 acres 
owned by 120 ranching families 
await protection, pending funding. 
We are the only rancher-led 
conservation organization in the 
state. We protect what matters to 
the people of California.

Our Story

Director’s Message 2010 - 2011
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HighLights

A Year in Review  
Accreditation – In January 2011, after a long and 
intense process, CRT gained accreditation from the 
Land Trust Alliance. 

Cowboy Island – The annual Cowboy Island tour of 
Santa Rosa Island held Oct. 3, 2010 hosted by the 
Vail and Vickers families gave insight into 100 years of 
history of the working cattle ranch on an island. 

 
 

Cross Creek Ranch    -This 80-acre ranch was 
donated in fee to the Rangeland Trust. 
 
Talk and Ride – The first of what is expected to be a 
series of outreach events was a horseback ride on the 
Koopmann Ranch in Sunol, Ca. on Sept. 14, 2010. The 
event hosted several guests, press representatives 
and Assembly Member Fiona Ma. All learned about 
rangeland conservation and the importance of 
conservation easements, especially in urban areas.

10th Annual “A Western Affair” – This year’s “A 
Western Affair” held May 20-22, 2011 was special. 
Held in the Santa Ynez Valley, it was a two day event. 
The main event was held Friday night at the San Lucas 
Ranch and featured a live auction and dinner. A BBQ 
was held Saturday on the beautiful Bar Go Ranch. 

Conservation Recap 
Agua Fria Ranch, Merced County
   -287 acre mitigation easement for Kit Fox habitat

Carrizo Ranch, San Luis Obispo County
   -20,274 acre ranch
   -Donated conservation easement

Maddalena Ranch, Plumas County
   -743 acre ranch
   -Purchased in collaboration with Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy (SNC) and Northern Sierra Partnership 

Stone Corral & Tombstone Ranches, Madera County
   -Total 2,071 acres
   -Donated conservation easements

Red Clover Ranch, Plumas County
   -3,904 acre ranch
   -Purchased in collaboration with SNC and Wildlife 
Conservation Board (WCB)

Harden Ranch, Monterey County
   -480 acres

Yolo County Ranch
   -Approximately 3,500 acres
   -Purchased with support from WCB

Deer Valley Ranch – A conservation easement was 
placed on the 10,884 acre Deer Valley Ranch left to 
Rangeland Trust by the Avery family and was sold to a 
conservation buyer 

Goodwin Ranch, Clover Valley

Santa Rosa Island

Bill Reynolds, Darrel Sweet and Bruce Pollock

Photo by: Stevie Ipsen

Maddalena Ranch, Sierra Valley
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Financials
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Thank you for your support

Leo and Carolyn Acquistapace
Jim and Nancy Aitkenhead
Ray and Jeff Alger
Linda Alstead
David and Lyn Anderson
Mary Hayden and David Anderson
Ronald and Bonnie Andre
Meg Andrews
Brian Andrews
Robert and Margaret Andrews
Kirk Andrews
Bob and Linda Attiyeh
Russell Austin
Avenales Sportsmen’s Club
Judy Avery
John and Taffy Balch
Woody and Jane Barnes
Herb and Mareva Barthels
Mike Beam
King Bechtel
Jon Bechtel
S.D. Bechtel Jr. Foundation
Beltane Ranch
Sue Benech-Field
Mike and Martia Bennett
Peter Bennett
Elissa Bishop
Karen Blumenshine
Gail Bohlander
Buz Bonsall
Joan Bradshaw
John and Brandy Branquinho
Claire and Sandy Bredin
Tony Brown
Jonathan Brown
Lance and Judi Brown
Charlie and Patsy Cappel
Andy and Kathi Carlson
Lee and Julia Carr
Jon Cartwright
Anne Carty 
Edward Carty
Kelly Cash
Wayne and Mindy Cecchettini
Steve and Margaret Cegelski
CFC Norcal
Mark Chaconas
Sarah Chamberlin and Benjamin Bottoms
Jim and Judy Chance
Jeff and Ginger Chance
Bill and Carol Chandler
James Clark
Pete and Elena Clark
Tom and Kathy Cleary
Anne Coates

Hal and Mary Coffin
Jack and Shannon Collison
Mark and Kathy Connolly
Darell Corti
Graham and Gloria Cottrell
Harold Crawford and Kathy Ward
Phil Hall and Nancy Crawford-Hall
Michael and Peggy Crowley
Marla Daily and Kirk Connelly
Paul and Muffy Deats
Rick and Kerry DeBenedetti
Michael and Katie Delbar
Morris and Marlene Dennis
Jerry and Susan Diefenderfer
Judith Dietenhofer
Daniel and Pamela Doiron
Seth Doulton
Christina Batt and Bob Doyle
Devere Dressler
Ogden Driskill
Glenn and Margaret Drown
Elizabeth Bixby Janeway Foundation
Stuart Epstein
Rachel Evans
Robert Fahey
Farm Credit West
Michael Feeney
Gary and Darlene Felsman
Justin and Arleah Fields
Bridget Fithian
Walter Fitzhugh and Joy Fitzhugh
Jack and Janie Flammer
Bert and Candee Forbes
Daniel and Donna Forster
David and Patria Forster
Jed Freitas
LeeAnne French
Judith Friend
John and MaryAnn Frye
G.A. Sturtevant No. 1, Inc.
Allen Gaines
Russell Galipeau
Tom Galli
Carole Getty
Joseph and Karen Gibbs
Anthony and Laurel Gilbert
William and Gail Giorgi
Jim and Kathy Glines
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
George and Barbara Goodwin
Mary Gorden
Les and Susie Graulich
Erik and Sandy Gregersen
Audrey Griffin
Jim and Linda Grimm

Randall Grinberg
Brad Guske
Ynez Haase
Gregg Hackethal
Roger Haley
August Harden
Luke and Jenny Hardin   
Bruce and Anne Hart
Sue Hart and Tony Valdez
Coburn Haskell
Pete and Karen Healey
Sue and George R. Hearst Jr.
Michael and Phyllis Hennigan
R. Jeffrey and Debby Herten
Doug and Sue Herthel
Robert Hesseltine
Jim and Tracy Hill
Jim Hilliard
Diane Holcomb
Lance and Kerri Hopkins
Preston and Maurine Hotchkis
Clifford and Sherry Howe
Jeremy and Alison Hughes
Gary and Pam Hughes
James and Shirley Hurley
Eric Hvolboll
Elizabeth Hvolboll
The James Irvine Foundation
Robert and Sally Isaacson
Holly Isaacson
Bill Isaacson
Masami Ishida
Mrs. Jaeger
Karen and Jim Jelks
Si and Karen Jenkins
Josiah Jenkins
Eric and Donna Johanson
Bert and Gretchen Johnson
Gary and Wanda Johnson
Andrea Jones
Denise Keck
Dale Kern
Kevin and June Kester
John S. Kiewit Memorial Foundation
Gerard and Kathleen Kilgallon
Kim and Teresa Kimbell
Charles King
Bill and Saundra King
Steven and Julie Kirby
Hollister and Brace Kirby
Lynn Kirst and Lynn Matteson
Richard and Sharon Kline
Don and Bev Klingborg
Joseph and Penny Knowles
Doug Knudson

July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011
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We have made every effort to be accurate with this 
listing. If there are errors or omissions, please accept 
our sincere apologies and contact Sahara Saude at 
916-444-2096 so that we may correct our records.

Tim and Melinda Koopmann
Cari Koopmann
Larry and Nancy Kueter
Meredith and Steve Kupferman
Arthur Lacerte
John and Dee Lacey
Bob and Norma Lagomarsino
Ken and Julie LaGrande
Annie Lambert
The Land Trust for Santa Barbara
    County
Land Trust Of Napa County
Chris Larson
Mark Peters and Michele Lasgoity
Mitch and Rosemary Lasgoity
Joy Law
Rick and Leigh Layman
Mike Lemos
Kenneth Lewis
Bob and Susie Lilley
Mike Little
Susan Lyon
Paul Maag
Daniel and Susan Macaulay
Tony and Cindy Maddalena
Marin Agricultural Land Trust
Steven and Mary Mandel
Bob and Betsy Manger
Kent and Lori Marshall
Nick and Judy Martin
Donald and Loretta Martin
Kearney and Leslie Martins
Joseph Massolo
Phillip and Shayleen Mastagni
Michael and Linda McCurdy
Steve and Michelle McDonald
Billy and Aileen McDonald
Tom and Judy McFerson
Thomas and Brianne McGrath
Nick McIntosh
Laura Mercier
Jerry and Paula Merrell
Jim Merrill
Polly Miles
Warren and Vel Miller
Geof and Cathy Miller
Warren and Marlene Miller
Andy and Candy Mills
Leonard Monaco
Monsanto Company
Melissa Moore
Anita Moran Slicton and Mary Ann  
    Moran
Marty and Pat Morehart
Mullen & Henzell LLP
Sandra Naftzger
Arthur and Barbara Najera

Mark and Abbie Nelson
Mark and JoAnn Nickerson
Robert Nielsen
Hayes and Patricia Noel
Cindy Norlin
Robert and Jill Nuccio
Dan and Barbara O’Connell
Kevin O’Day
Doug and Diane Off
Brian and Debbie O’Hearn
Kevin and Donica O’Laughlin
Joe and Alice Olla
Stephen and Kay Onderdonk
Jim Orradre
Panorama Meats, Inc.
Roy and Roberta Parsons
Alfred and Clara Patane
Sam and Pamela Payen
Jon and Lindy Pedotti
Charles and Anne Perkins
BJ Petersen
Steve and Liz Peterson
Susan Petrovich
Edwin Phillips
Jim and Marianne Poett
Adrianna Pope Sullivan and
    Patricia Pope
Patrick and Ginger Povah
Sandy and Heloise Power
Linda Prentiss
Peggy Wiley and Wilson Quarre
Kent Reeves
Walter Reinhardt
Todd Renfrew
Fred Reyes
Bill and Kristin Reynolds
Jack and Anne Rice
Robert Rickard
Rocco and Kathy Roberts
Vivian Robertson
Kathleen Robidart
Richard and Evelyne Rominger
Anne Rudolph
Geoff and Alison Rusack
Hubbard Russell
Orrin and Cindy Sage
John Saladino
San Joaquin-Stanislaus 		
    Cattlemen’s Association
Karla Sanchez
Manfred and Jean Sander
Santa Barbara Foundation
Santa Cruz Island Foundation 
Owen and Lily Schafer
Carson, Sherry and Lauren Scheller
Jessica Schley
Randy and Shirley Schnabel

Gail Schoettler
Cynthia Schwabacher-Jamplis
Pat and Teri Shannon
Kemper and JoAnne Shaw
Frank and Holly Sierra
Pete Silacci
Michele Clark and Paul Simmons
Joaquin and Julie Simons
Paul Singer and Susan Jensen
Jim and Norma Sinton
Steve and Jane Sinton
Jack and Laurie Sinton
Paul and Cathie Slavik
Smart Family Foundation Inc.
Harvey Sorensen and Maud C.
    Sorensen Foundation
Claudia Smith Hill
Jack and Bev Sparrowk
Veda Stead
John Stechman
Ted Steiger
Don Stevens
Scott and Karen Stone
Owen Strange
Darrel and Karen Sweet
Tejon Ranch Conservancy
Richard and Katherine Thornburgh
Bill and Peggy Sue Tilden
Sandra Tomasini
Edward Torres
Stephen Townley
James and Pam Townsend
Union Bank
Tony and Julie Urquidez
Mary Vail
Nita Vail
Tim and Jane Vail
Jerry and Andrea Varanini
Jack and Zera Varian
Veronique Gillard and Wolf Weber
Lindsay Weston
John and Eleanor Wickenden
Marden and Kendra Wilber
John and Janet Wilczak
Jeff Williams
Jeffrey Woeste
Dennis and JoEllen Wood
Donald Wood
Darrell and Callie Wood
Margie Woolley
Will Wooley and Darian Buckles
Carla Young
Neil and Karla Zuehlke
Reina Zuliani
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Board of Directors  
CHAIRMAN 
Scott Stone 
Woodland

VICE Chairman 
John Herlihy 

Modesto

Treasurer 
Dan O’Connell 

Colusa

Secretary 
Julie Kirby 
Los Olivos

Immediate Past Chairman 
Steve McDonald 

Sanger  
 

Board Member Emeritus 
Steve Sinton 

Shandon

Board Members  
Woody Barnes 

Julian 
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Ducor 
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Ballico 
 

Devere Dressler 
Gardnerville, NV 

Clayton Koopmann 
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K. Mark Nelson
Wilton 
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Davis 

Daniel Sinton
San Luis Obispo

Darrel Sweet 
Livermore  

Darrell Wood 
Vina
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Chief Executive Officer 
Nita Vail

Chief Operating Officer 
Michael Delbar

Transaction Director 
Marshall Cook

Stewardship Director 
Andy Mills
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Finance Manager 
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Meredith Kupferman
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Nancy Lemos

Bay Area Program Manager
Nancy Schafer

Executive Assistant 
Leigh Geren


