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After twenty years of incredible service to our great 
organization, Nita Vail stepped down from her role 
as the California Rangeland Trust’s CEO at the end of 
April, passing the reins to longtime chief operating 
officer Michael Delbar. 
For many of us, it is hard to picture the Rangeland 
Trust without Nita. She led the organization from its 
humble beginnings, born from a group of ranchers 
seeking ways to hold onto the ranching way of life in 
California, to one of the most influential agricultural 
nonprofits in the state. 

“There was a great deal of polarization between the 
environmental and ranching community at the time 
when Nita first began to lead the Rangeland Trust,” 
said Steve Sinton, founding chairman and current 
member of the Rangeland Trust Emeritus Council. 
“Nita is a bridgebuilder, and right away began to create a common vision between 
ranchers and others in the California conservation community. She was a game 
changer, a rainmaker, and her involvement in conservation activities statewide 
and throughout the West brought us respect.” 
Nita’s visionary leadership helped transform the Rangeland Trust into the largest 
land trust in California. Nita understood the need to build bridges between 
environmental and ranching groups. She, along with the board of directors and 
staff, worked to create a broad base of philanthropic support and connect the 
organization to state and federal agency partners. She also made it a priority to 
educate people from all walks of life on the public benefits rangelands provide. 
Those connections allowed the Trust to raise significant funds for rangeland 
conservation, making it the strong organization that it is today. 
While Nita's decision to step down was not an easy one to make, she believes 
this to be an important and critical change for the Rangeland Trust to continue 
to grow and thrive. Nita stated: “The timing is right. The organization is stronger 
than ever with a dedicated board, talented staff, committed volunteers, and 
results showing the extraordinary impact we’ve had in preserving California’s 
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PASSING THE REINS 
saying farewell to former ceo and welcoming new leader

rangelands and ranching culture, 
wildlife and ways of life.”
While Nita will certainly be missed, 
the Rangeland Trust is fortunate to 
have once again found the perfect 
person to lead the organization 
forward. With a degree in agricultural 
business from California State 
University, Chico, twelve years of 
service on the Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors, a two-year 
stint as the Lake County Farm 
Bureau Executive Director and as a 
graduate of the California Agricultural 
Leadership Program, Michael is well-
poised for his new leadership role. 
(Continued on page 8)

Nita Vail, 
Former Rangeland Trust CEO

Michael Delbar, 
New Rangeland Trust CEO

CEO Michael Delbar hails from a 
multigenerational cattle operation 
in Mendocino and Lake Counties
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LEADERSHIP LETTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CO-CHAIRS  
Valerie Gordon, Alpine County 
K. Mark Nelson, Wilton

VICE CHAIR 
Andy Mills, Placerville

SECRETARY  
Sylvia Cattani, Bakersfield

TREASURER  
Kyle Lucas, Fields Landing

PAST CHAIR  
Jack Hanson, Susanville 

DIRECTORS
Bonnie Atmore, Ventura 
Carolyn Carey, Alturas 
Angelo Genasci, Sierra Valley  
Clayton Koopmann, Sunol  
Doug McDonald, Manhattan Beach  
Jack Rice, Woodland  
Daniel Sinton, Santa Margarita 

EMERITUS COUNCIL
Devere Dressler, Gardnerville, NV  
Dan O’Connell, Colusa
Steve Sinton, Shandon
Scott Stone, Woodland
Darrel Sweet, Livermore
Darrell Wood, Vina

STAFF 
Michael Delbar, Chief Executive Officer 

Jon Cartwright, Finance Director

Shannon Foucault, Development Director 

Alyssa Rolen, Communications Director

Krieg Brown, Stewardship Manager

Gavin Kakol, Land Transaction Manager

Nancy Schaefer, Bay Area Program 
Manager

Katie Schroeder, Grants Manager

Lexus Sistrunk, Annual Giving Manager 

Markie Hageman, Communications 
Coordinator 

Kelly Swayze, Development Associate

Elizabeth Valdovinos, Conservation 
Associate

Dear Friends, 

What a difference a couple of months makes. First and foremost, we 
hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy during 
these difficult times. Meanwhile, some big changes have recently 
taken place at the Rangeland Trust. As you read in our cover story, 
Nita Vail stepped down from her role as CEO at the end of April. 
Simultaneously, our organization has also been adjusting to the new 
reality surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic.

Many of us have experienced some level of uncertainty over the past 
few months. The ranching community especially has felt the rippling 
effects from shutdowns of processing facilities and breakdowns in 
our food supply chain. Fortunately, ranchers are resilient, and so is 
your team at the Rangeland Trust. If there is one thing that remains 
certain during these uncertain times, it is that our commitment 
to conserving the working lands that are essential to producing 
the food that feeds us and the natural resources that sustain us is 
unwavering.

It is more important than ever that we continue to offer support to 
our ranching families as they persevere through these challenging 
times. We were fortunate enough to forge through and complete four 
conservation projects during the mandated shelter-in-place orders. 
Because of you, four ranching families have a little more certainty as 
they weather this storm.

In addition to continuing our work on the conservation front, we have 
also made it a priority to help you stay connected to the land and to 
one another. After deciding to postpone our A Western Affair event at 
Rancho Mission Viejo until April 24, 2021, we knew that we could not 
let the impact that you have made on rangeland conservation over 
the past year go uncelebrated. Instead, we hosted a “virtual” Western 
Affair watch party on Facebook on April 17. We also kicked off a 
series of virtual ranch tour videos, which we are continuing to share 
through regular email updates and on social media. (Read more 
about these virtual experiences on pg. 5). 

Despite everything, recent events have shown us what the power 
of community can do. By rallying together, we can offer hope for 
current and future generations of Californians by protecting ranchers' 
most essential resource - the land itself. Thank you for being an 
essential part of this community, we look forward to continuing this 
important work with you.

Sincerely, 

Michael Delbar
Chief Executive Officer	  
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AN AFFORDABLE WAY TO MAKE A 
BIG IMPACT

LEGACY COUNCIL
Between meetings, ranch tours, and  
and raising awareness of California 
Rangeland Trust, the Legacy Council is 
hard at work. 

CO–CHAIRS
Angelo Genasci

Emily Taylor 

MEMBERS
Michael Campbell

Kelly Cash

Pam Doiron

Devere Dressler

Glenn Drown

Valerie Gordon

Alexandra Gough

George and Kassandra Gough

Erik and Sandy Gregersen

Sherry Harkins

Bruce and Elizabeth Hart

B. Wayne Hughes Jr.

Natasha Hunt

Eric Hvolboll

Caroline Power Kindrish

Lynn Kirst

Richard and Sharon Kline

Tim Koopmann

Jack Kuechler

Ken and Julie LaGrande

Eric and Megan Lindberg

Paul and Tina McEnroe

Cindy and Morris Noble Jr.

Will and Danice Noble

Hayes and Patricia Noel

Steve and Liz Peterson

Jessica Schley

Steve and Jane Sinton

Scott and Karen Stone

Adrianna Pope Sullivan

Molly Taylor

Ben and Cheryl Trosky

John Vosburgh 

1.	 Request a copy of the change-of-beneficiary form from your provider 
(or download a copy from their website). 

2.	 Fill out the form, naming the California Rangeland Trust, along with 
the percentage or amount you’d like us to receive.

3.	 Sign and return the form to your plan administrator, insurance 
company or sponsoring organization. Be sure to keep a copy for 
your records as well.

4.	 Notify us of your gift so we can thank you for your support and 
welcome you to join with other supporters in our Planned Giving 
Society.

If there’s one thing we can count on in life, it’s change. We’re all 
experiencing a big disruption right now that could significantly change 
what the future looks like for you, your family, and for the causes you 
care about. Such constant and unpredictable changes can make it 
difficult to know how to balance caring for each of these important 
pieces in your life. Fortunately, there’s a solution.
If you want to remember hard-working rangelands and celebrate 
Western heritage, you can support their preservation with a planned 
gift to the California Rangeland Trust. And instead of allocating a fixed 
amount to our organization, consider naming us a beneficiary of a 
percentage of your retirement plan assets, life insurance or donor 
advised fund – it’s as easy as filling out and returning a piece of paper. 

EVERY GIFT MATTERS
Gifts of all sizes, from 1 to 100 percent, 
make a difference for the lands, people 
and wildlife we serve. Please contact  
Shannon Foucault at (916) 444-2096 

or  sfoucault@rangelandtrust.org 
to get started.  

Percentage giving also 
works either as a portion of 
your estate or living trust, or 
of your residual estate (the 
portion of your estate that 
remains after all claims are 
settled).

This information is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an 
attorney or tax advisor.
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During these unprecedented times, the mission of 
the Rangeland Trust has grown even more rooted 
in our commitment to conservation and support for 
our ranching families. Many of us have witnessed 
a global scale of uncertainty since the pandemic 
began. But ranchers have felt a trickling wave of 
uncertainty as it continues to unfold.  

The power of community begins with you.

Your support of the Rangeland Trust does more 
than conserve the land. You are helping to connect 
a community of land stewards to one another, 
where they often help each other and share ideas 
for caring for the land while maintaining a strong 
business. During this difficult period in our history, 
four projects were added to that community because 
you gave to enable conservation of their lands before 
the crisis hit. That’s four ranching families that have a 
little more stability right now, thanks to you. 

If there are any valuable lessons that have been 
learned throughout the pandemic, it is that the 
people who feed us are essential humans, as well 
as essential workers. This is the perfect opportunity 
for our conservation community to rally together 
and ensure the stewards of our working rangelands 
can continue to provide care to the land - and in 
return, the land can continue to provide for our own 
families. 

YOU HAVE THE 
POWER TO BUILD 
RESILIENCE AND 
RESTORE CERTAINTY 
FOR THE FUTURE OF 
THE LANDS YOU LOVE. 
PLEASE USE THE 
ENCLOSED ENVELOPE 
TO HELP THE NEXT 
CONSERVATION 
SUCCESS STORY COME 
TRUE.

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY

4Rangeland Trust
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KEEPING CONNECTED
While we may not have been able to break out our dancing boots at A Western Affair or exchange hugs and 
handshakes at a spring ranch tour, we feel grateful to have been able to stay connected with you during 
these distant times. We know how much you miss being out on the land, and we have been working hard to 
bring the beauty of our vast open spaces to you in the safety of your home. Ultimately, our goal has been to 
share photos, videos, and stories to help brighten your day with a smile, laugh, or a pleasant moment.

A Western Affair Watch Party
On April 17, we joined with friends of the Rangeland Trust in real time for 
a virtual A Western Affair watch party. Hosted by Nita Vail and Michael 
Delbar, they showed us how to make our signature cocktail, “The Trail 
Blazer,” and honored Conservationists of the Year Sally Friend and 
Michael Dennis, and Conservation Impact awardee Al Jahns. If you 
missed it, make sure to head over to the Rangeland Trust’s YouTube 
channel to check it out! Visit https://cutt.ly/VirtualAWA2020

Virtual Ranch Tours
We also launched a fun series of virtual ranch tour experiences on social media. Each video features a 
rancher from the Rangeland Trust community as they take you on a tour and show you what makes their 
ranch unique. If you missed them, head over to our YouTube page and reignite your fire and passion for 
rangeland conservation. Visit YouTube.com/RangelandTrust

We look forward to being out on the land with you as soon as we can and celebrating with you in-person 
at Rancho Mission Viejo on April 24, 2021, for A Western Affair. Until then, we look forward to keeping 
connected, even if it is from a distance. 

EDITORS

ALYSSA ROLEN, SHANNON FOUCAULT, KELLY 
SWAYZE 

CONTRIBUTING  
PHOTOGRAPHERS

KATIE DELBAR, ANGELO GENASCI, BRUCE 
ROMINGER, ALYSSA ROLEN, DANIEL SINTON

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

MICHAEL DELBAR, MARKIE HAGEMAN, 
SHANNON FOUCAULT, LEXUS SISTRUNK, 
ALYSSA ROLEN

CONTRIBUTING ILLUSTRATOR 

ALYSSA ROLEN

CONTACT US

1225 H STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

916.444.2096 | RANGELANDTRUST.ORG 
INFO@RANGELANDTRUST.ORG

California Rangeland Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, federal tax identification #31-1631453.

Avenales Ranch
San Luis Obispo County

Rominger Ranch
Yolo County

Genasci Ranch
Sierra County

Spring Newsletter 20205



LEO AND CAROLYN ACQUISTAPACE 
DAVID AND LYN ANDERSON 
JOHN AND MARSHA ANDERSON 
ANDREINI AND COMPANY
MEG ANDREWS 
AT&T
MURPHY AUSTIN ADAMS   
SCHOENFELD LLP

ELIZABETH B. AUSTIN 
AVENALES SPORTSMEN'S CLUB
J.B. AND TAFFY BALCH 
WOODY AND JANE BARNES 
KING AND ANA BECHTEL 
MARK BRADFORD 
GEORGE AND RUTH BRADFORD 
FOUNDATION

BROWNSTEIN, FARBER, HYATT, 
SCHRECK, LLP

JOHN BRUHN 
RONALD BRUNS 
ERNEST AND ELVA BUFFORD 
CAROL BURY 
MARGARET BUSS 
CAROLYN CAREY 
TONY OLTRANTI AND BOB CARRAU JR.
JON CARTWRIGHT 
SARAH CASE 
ARNOLD AND SYLVIA CATTANI 
DAVID AND ANNE CEHRS 
JEFF AND GINGER CHANCE 
NATE CHANCE 
SYLVIA CHATAGNIER 
MIKE AND BARBARA CHRISMAN 
NATHANIEL CHU 
JAMES CLARK II
JIM AND SUE COLEMAN 
THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION       
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

MARK AND KATHI CONNALLY 
RICK AND LYNNE COSYNS 
TIM CRAWFORD III
CECI DALE-CESMAT 
RICK AND KERRY DEBENEDETTI 
GEORGE DENNY 
KATIE AND CHAD DEROSE 
MARILYN DEYOUNG 
DANIEL AND PAMELA DOIRON 
GLENN AND MARGARET DROWN 
SHASTA DRUSSEL 

E.A. RANCHES
DENISE ELLESTAD 
PATTI EVANS 
FARM CREDIT
FIDELITY CHARITABLE
LARRY AND SUSAN FISHMAN 
MIKE AND JEANETTE FITCH 
WILLIAM AND BONNIE FOGARTY 
BERT AND CANDEE FORBES 
PETER AND SHANNON FOUCAULT 
JOHN AND MARYANN FRYE 
STEVEN AND JODY FULLER 
THE JULIO R. GALLO FOUNDATION
ANGELO GENASCI 
MARY JANE GENOCHIO 
VERONIQUE GILLARD AND             
WOLF WEBER

SHEILA HEAD'S HAWAIIAN TRANSPORT
ERIK AND SANDY GREGERSEN 
NICK AND KAREN GURIEL 
BRAD GUSKE 
MARKIE HAGEMAN 
JEFFERY HAMPTON 
BRUCE AND ELIZABETH HART 
MIMI HASTINGS 
NEWLIN AND LIZ HASTINGS 
STEVE AND BARBARA HEARST 
DONNA HENDRIX 
THE HERBST FOUNDATION
DAVID AND NANCY HILL 
ASHLEY HILL 
HOLLENCREST CAPITAL MANAGEMENT
LEXI HOWARD 
KEN AND BOBBI HUNTER 
ERIC HVOLBOLL 
AL AND CHRISTIE JAHNS 
ELIZABETH BIXBY JANEWAY 
FOUNDATION

SI AND KAREN JENKINS 
GREGG HACKETHAL AND PENNY 
JENKINS 

DOUGLAS JENSEN 
GAVIN AND ALYNA KAKOL 
JOHN AND GAIL KAUTZ 
JONATHAN KENDRICK 
JOHN S. KIEWIT MEMORIAL 
FOUNDATION

AUDREY KNIGHT 
KEVIN AND KATHY KNOWLES 

DOUG KNUDSON 
TIM AND MELINDA KOOPMANN 
CLAYTON AND NATALIE KOOPMANN 
JEFF AND WENDIE KRUTHERS 
JACK KUECHLER 
MEREDITH AND STEVE KUPFERMAN 
STEPHANIE LADEIRA 
KIM LANDE 
JOY LAW 
JEREMIAH AND KATHY LEIBOWITZ 
BOB AND SUSIE LILLEY 
ERIC AND MEGAN LINDBERG 
DAVID AND SUSAN LITTERAL 
KYLE LUCAS 
LARRY MAILLIARD 
SHARYN MAIN 
STEVE AND MARY MANDEL 
ANDRE MATHIEU 
JOHN AND LINDSAY MCCREA 
MARK AND MEGAN MCKEAN 
CHARLES MCLAUGHLIN 
JIM AND CHERYL MERRILL 
MARK AND LAURIE MICKELSON 
STEPHEN AND LADEEN MILLER 
MARSHALL AND AMY MILLER 
ANDY AND CANDY MILLS 
MIRR RANCH GROUP
KEITH WHITING MOORE 
MICHELE MULLER 
NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIC TRUST
CHARLIE AND STACEY NELSON 
THE HENRY MAYO NEWHALL 
FOUNDATION

CLARK NICHOLS 
HAYES AND PATRICIA NOEL 
JIM ORRADRE 
LYNN OVERTREE 
PANORAMA MEATS
GREG PARKER 
DESMOND PARRINGTON 
PATAGONIA.COM
PAYPAL GIVING FUND
BJ PETERSEN 
SOREN PETERSON 
SUSAN PETROVICH 
MIKE AND ZARYA PLESSAS 
ALEC RADAY 
KENT REEVES 

THANK YOU DONORS
CALIFORNIA RANGELAND TRUST DONORS

DECEMBER 1, 2019 THROUGH MAY 15, 2020  
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HONORARIA

ERIN WHITFIELD  
IN HONOR OF EILEEN AND LARRY BURTON

SETH AND SANDY FIACK 
IN HONOR OF GEORGE BUTLER

ERIN WHITFIELD 
IN HONOR OF K. PATRICIA FLINN

STUART EPSTEIN  
IN HONOR OF BILLY AND ATHENA 
FLOURNOY

STUART EPSTEIN 
IN HONOR OF BERT JOHNSON

MICHELLE COX  
IN HONOR OF JOHN PARKE

DOUGLAS AND LAURIE PECCHENINO  
IN HONOR OF EL RANCHO ESPAÑOL DE 
CUYAMA

THE ATASCADERO HORSEMEN'S CLUB 
IN HONOR OF THE SINTON FAMILY

AVENALES SPORTSMEN'S CLUB 
IN HONOR OF THE SINTON FAMILY

LARRY AND PAMELA SMITH  
IN HONOR OF THE SINTON FAMILY

RYAN AND EMILY SMITH 
IN HONOR OF THE SINTON FAMILY

HAYES AND PATRICIA NOEL 
IN HONOR OF STEVE SINTON

GAIL SCHOETTLER 
IN HONOR OF STEVE SINTON

RAY PAGE 
IN HONOR OF DARREL SWEET

DAVID AND MARY HEYDEN  
IN HONOR OF NITA VAIL

JOANNE NISSEN  
IN HONOR OF NITA VAIL

DIANA VAIL AND JACK RAINEY   
IN HONOR OF NITA VAIL

MEMORIALS
TERRI ARINGTON 
IN MEMORY OF RON ARINGTON

NITA VAIL 
IN MEMORY OF MARIE CARTY

SCOTT AND KAREN STONE  
IN MEMORY OF JIM CHANCE

DAN AND BARBARA O'CONNELL   
IN MEMORY OF MARION DIRKS

DAN AND BARBARA O'CONNELL  
IN MEMORY OF ANDY FIACK

PEGGY NEVES  
IN MEMORY OF KC HANSEN

NITA VAIL  
IN MEMORY OF SUE HERTHEL

DAN AND BARBARA O'CONNELL  
IN MEMORY OF MIKE LAGRANDE

NITA VAIL  
IN MEMORY OF MIKE LAGRANDE

PAUL AND KATHY SANKEY  
IN MEMORY OF CAROLIE LONG

BRETT AND MONICA SANKEY 
IN MEMORY OF CAROLIE LONG

MATTHEW AND ALYSSA ROLEN 
IN MEMORY OF CAROLIE LONG

LELAND RUIZ   
IN MEMORY OF CAROLIE LONG

ED AND FRANKIE LETOURNEAU   
IN MEMORY OF FRANK P. MATHIS

LYNN KIRST  
IN MEMORY OF LYNN ROBERT         
MATTESON, PH.D.

NITA VAIL  
IN MEMORY OF BREA MCGREW

LOIA KOSVIC  
IN MEMORY OF DAVE MCMORRAN

LINDA AND STEVEN ROSSO  
IN MEMORY OF PHYLISS MOORE

SHERRY MUSGROVE   
IN MEMORY OF BOB MUSGROVE

JOANNE NISSEN  
IN MEMORY OF JIM O'CONNELL, JR

RAYDENE ANDERSON  
IN MEMORY OF CHARLES L. OTIS

CHUCK PERSICO 
IN MEMORY OF PETER PERSICO

JOANNE NISSEN  
IN MEMORY OF STEVE RIANDA

DAN AND ANNE RUDOLPH  
IN MEMORY OF JACK E. RUSSELL

JESSE CUEVAS AND MARTHA NOEL  
IN MEMORY OF JIM AND NORMA SINTON

JOHN SCHOETTLER AND ELAINE HILL   
IN MEMORY OF JIM AND NORMA SINTON

JOHN STECHMAN  
IN MEMORY OF DOROTHY STECHMAN

PAMELA ANDERSON  
IN MEMORY OF SHEILA VARIAN

JACK AND JEANNE DAVISSON  
IN MEMORY OF SHEILA VARIAN

TIM AND SHERI HARLOW  
IN MEMORY OF SHEILA VARIAN

CHERLYN WINN  
IN MEMORY OF SHEILA VARIAN

ROSIE YACOUB    
IN MEMORY OF CAROLINE YACOUB
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TODD AND MARTY RENFREW 
JACK AND ANNE RICE 
DON RIGHETTI 
MATTHEW AND ALYSSA ROLEN 
RICHARD AND EVELYNE ROMINGER 
MARY ROSS 
MARILYN AND JERRY RUSSELL 
ANDY RUSTAN 
JAY AND TINA SALTER 
PAUL AND KATHY SANKEY 
JUSTINO SANTANA JR.
NANCY SCHAEFER 
SCHWAB CHARITABLE
SYLVIA SEYMOUR 
ANNE SINSHEIMER 
DANIEL AND MEGAN SINTON 

JACK AND LAURIE SINTON 
STEVE AND JANE SINTON 
LEXY SISTRUNK 
ANITA SLICTON AND                         
MARY ANN MORAN 

HARVEY SMITH 
JACK AND BEV SPARROWK 
BARBARA STEINBERG 
KAREN SWAEBY 
KELLY SWAYZE AND                          
COLE TROUBERMAN

DARREL AND KAREN SWEET 
EMILY TAYLOR 
MOLLY TAYLOR 
KIM AND TRISH TIMOTHY 
DONN AND DAISY TOGNAZZINI 
DON AND MERRIE TOMPKINS 

NITA VAIL 
MARY VAIL 
LIZZ AND GERALD VALDOVINOS 
CLINT, DAWN, MIKAYLA VORIS AND 
PEACE MAKER V+++ AND PRECIOUS V

EFFIE WESTERVELT 
KIM AND SHARON WILSON 
DOUG AND CATHERINE WINNETT 
DARRELL AND CALLIE WOOD 
DON WOOD 
BOB WOODS 
JENIFER YOUNG 
ALLENE ZANGER 
THE ZENITH INSURANCE COMPANY
MARK AND LAURIE ZOHNS 
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PASSING THE REINS (Continued from page 1)

 “Michael is the right person to lead the organization 
forward,” said Rangeland Trust Board Co-Chair Valerie 
Gordon. “His proven leadership, strategic thinking and 
passion for rangeland conservation will help take the 
Rangeland Trust to new levels.”

“Michael knows the ins and outs 
of this organization, and his 
commitment to land preservation 
and to the Rangeland Trust is 
strong,” said Rangeland Trust 
Board Co-Chair Mark Nelson. “His 
creative and innovative approach 
coupled with his knowledge 
of the agricultural industry will 
ensure the Trust continues to be a 
leader in conserving California’s heritage and vast working 
landscapes.” 
Hailing from a multi-generational ranching family in 
Mendocino and Lake Counties, Michael and his family 
raise beef cattle, timber, and hay. His first experience 
with conservation easements came when a land-use 
decision was made in his home county which would have 
detrimental impacts on surrounding agricultural lands. To 
mitigate against these impacts, proponents advocated 
for a conservation easement. The problem was that at the 
time, no organization capable of holding an agreement 
of this nature existed. Various groups had talked about 
forming a land trust, but they were not agricultural-friendly 
organizations. Fearing that these groups may not have the 
agricultural land stewards’ best interests in mind, Michael 
rallied other local ranchers to work on creating their own 
land trust.
Simultaneously, Michael put his hat in the ring and ran for a 
county supervisor seat in 1996. The agricultural community 

was underrepresented, and Michael felt the need to serve 
as a voice for the farmers and ranchers in his community. 
While the news of him winning the race was exciting, it 
also meant the time he would be able to devote to forming 
an agricultural land trust would be limited. Luckily, it was 

around this same time that the 
California Rangeland Trust was 
created. This offered a solution 
to the agricultural producers in 
Mendocino County, so there was 
no longer a pertinent need for 
Michael and his team to continue 
forming their own organization. 
Fast forward to after Michael 
wrapped up his service on the 

Mendocino County Board of Supervisors; he heard about an 
opening for a new chief operating officer at the Rangeland 
Trust, so he took a chance and called Nita. He joined the 
Rangeland Trust in 2010, and the rest is history. For Michael, 
his journey with the Trust has come full circle. It began with 
a desire to preserve the land and natural resources in his 
home region. Now, he is doing this on a statewide level as 
he leads the Rangeland Trust forward.

“The Rangeland Trust has succeeded because of the hard 
work, dedication, and passion of Nita Vail,” said Michael. 

“Filling her shoes won’t be easy, but I am honored to lead the 
Trust at this juncture, and I look forward to building on Nita’s 
incredible work.” 
While the Rangeland Trust is forever grateful to Nita for 
her dedication and longstanding service to the ranchers 
and working landscapes of California, we are excited 
for continued success and growth under Michael’s new 
leadership.
By: Alyssa Rolen, Communications Director

Michael Delbar, Rangeland Trust CEO

“The Rangeland Trust has succeeded because 
of the hard work, dedication, and passion 
of Nita Vail. Filling her shoes won’t be easy, 
but I am honored to lead the Trust at this 

juncture, and I look forward to building on 
Nita’s incredible work.” 


